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Thoughts from Rev. Ruth
I know it's one of those days where, if one
thing goes wrong, lots of things go wrong,
but I think that there was an important
lesson in that piece of scripture, because I
don't know if the rest of y'all noticed it, but
there was this little piece of scriptures stuck
in there that said, "Jesus went to a quiet
place to pray," and that was from last
week's scripture.
I think it still is completely apropos to our
life in general, and for our scripture lesson
today. The more we pray, the more we
think about our call that God has laid on us
and prepares us to be able to fulfill; the

better things are. And, with that being said,
let me see if I can preach a bit about the
Transfiguration, and the big reveal.
You see, it occurred to me as I read this
scripture that I've read it many, many,
many times, since I follow the lectionary,
which means we get through the entire
Bible about every three years. The
lectionary has this listed as Transfiguration
Sunday. We hear this story of Jesus and his
disciples going up the mountain and
having this experience with Moses and
Elijah.
By the way, I want you to pay attention to
the picture that I have here because I'm not
sure why it is that Moses and Elijah are
standing on top of the mountain, on top of
rocks, each balancing on one foot. (Please
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note that you can tell the difference
between Moses and Elijah because Moses
has the 10 commandments that he's
balancing in his hand, and Elijah has, what
in the picture looks a little bit like, just a big
old piece of paper, but it's a scroll.
So we know how it is that we know that
those are the guys and the one there in the
center, that's Jesus, who is transfigured.
Now, transfigured is different than being
transformed, because when something is
transfigured, its appearance changes.
These two words are often used
synonymously, but transfigured is what you
see, and transformed is the inner, from the
inside out. Something is completely
changed.
We hear this scripture every year. It
occurred to me that perhaps this scripture
is about more than Jesus being changed.
Jesus looks different, because Jesus is this
real white, but in biblical times, there
would not have really been a way to bleach
something.
I asked the young scouts who came in and
did Kids’ Time with me, “What's the
brightest light you have ever seen?” One of
them mentioned, “Oh, maybe a millionlumen flashlight.” The other one said, “The
sunlight is so bright that we can’t even look
at it.” So Jesus’ appearance is changed, I
think perhaps transformed. We are changed
by recognizing who Jesus really is.
That certainly was the case for the disciples.
You see when Peter saw that Jesus was
having this homey talk with Moses and
Elijah, it occurred to Peter, “Baby,
something really big is going on.” So they

knew it was a mountain experience, not just
in the physical way, but in a metaphorical
way.
I bet Moses and Elijah and Jesus would
have taken a selfie, if they’d thought about
it. And I think maybe Peter would have
jumped in.
James and John, although they were
napping during some of this, may have
said, “How about if you and I take a selfie?
Oh yeah yeah, turn it around, just around.
There we go, up higher. Yeah, yeah. We are
on the mountaintop. Oh my gosh, can you
post that up for us?”
I'm going to invite you all to post up your
favorite mountain top selfies, so that we
know what it is that transforms and
transfigures your life, because you may
look different than you do when you've
climbed to the top of the mountain and
back down.
And that brings me to the next part of this
story.
Jesus and the disciples have climbed to the
mountaintop. They've had this fabulous
experience, and Peter has recognized that
they should do something to save it forever,
but instead of taking a selfie, he suggests
that they build some monuments so that
that they we can
remember this
time forever. “We
can freeze it, just
like this.” Just like
that selfie that
David and I just
took, just like the selfie I'm hoping to see,
your post of your mountaintop experience.
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But Jesus tells the disciples, “We must go
down the hill. We've been here. We saw
awesome things. We had awesome
experiences. But now that my true form as
the Son of God. You heard God speak it,
‘This is my beloved Son, listen to him’.
Now that we've had that experience. It's
time to go down the hill and begin our
work.”

Ash Wednesday Schedule(4)
Ruth will be giving out ashes on Feb. 17th:
(All recipients must wear a mask.)
•
•

Ashes to Go for Everybody
12:00 to 2:30 on Broadway Bridge
Ashes and Meditation
3:00 to 6:00
Trinity Sanctuary.

The big reveal is that Christ is the Son of
God. And that our hearts are changed.
Our hearts are changed enough that when
we get to the bottom of the hill and Christ's
face is turned toward Jerusalem, where he
will eventually face death on a cross, that
our hearts and the hearts of the disciples
are changed. The disciples’ hearts are
changed enough to know that they need to
do ministry when they get to the bottom of
the hill. In fact, they find that their cohort
has been down there trying to cast a demon
out of a boy. And Jesus says, “Here, just let
me do it for you.”
Actually, he cast the demon out because
Jesus always has that kind of compassion
and tells the disciples, you to have the
power to do this.

(Ash Wednesday 2020, before masks)

And so my friends, as we climb to the
mountaintop, as we have the reveal made
to us about how much God loves Christ,
and how we should listen to him, then we
have the opportunity to realize it's time to
go and get to work. Our hearts, our
ministries, our lives intertwined with the
people around us have been revealed to us.
Praises be to God for the revealing. Amen.
Blessings, Reverend Ruth
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Memorial
James Tinney, who was one of our guests at
the Day Shelter passed away on Sunday
evening February 14, 2021. Wood Funeral
Home is waiting for arrangements to be
made.

How to Watch on
Facebook
Watching Trinity Worship
Video Without a F.B. Account.

(P)

Yes, you can watch Trinity Sunday morning
worship video without a Facebook account.

James was taking treatments for throat
cancer and after several courses of chemo
and radiation left him miserable, he
decided to stop treatment and enjoy the
little time he had left.
James spent what little money he had and
his time cooking for the homeless people at
Trinity. James saw that there was always a
crock pot of stew or soup going in the
kitchen for people coming in out of the
cold. He also made several special “thank
you” dinners for the staff over the time he
was with us.
James got to spend his last few months in
service to others and surrounded by people
who loved him. Who could ask for
anything more?
James will be deeply missed by the mission
community and the staff at Trinity.
A complete obituary should be available
later this week on the Wood Funeral Home
site.
https://www.woodfuneralhome.com/listi
ngs

ON THE LAPTOP:
1. go to GOOGLE CHROME web browser
and type in:
2. https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/
3. The Trinity Facebook page comes up and
you can see the video.
4. Then a Facebook “sign on” window comes
up
5. At the bottom of the Sign on Window there
was a "NOT NOW" button
6. Push that button and
you are free to watch
the live stream on a
laptop without a
Facebook account.
ON THE CELL PHONE:
(P)
1. go to web browser and type in:
2. https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/
3. The Trinity Facebook page comes up and
you can see the video.
4. Then a Facebook sign on window came up
5. Using your finger scroll down the screen
6. A second Facebook sign on window comes
up
7. Close that 2nd window by pressing the "X"
box up in the top right corner
8. You can see the video on the screen and
play it by pressing the play triangle
9. It only shows the latest videos.
10. If you press SHOW ALL you can see all the
videos back to March.
11. You are free to watch the live stream on an
iPhone without a Facebook account.
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EIPH COVID-19 Vaccine
Scheduling Update
(3)

Eastern Idaho Public Health update
Tuesday, February 9, 2021:
On February 1, individuals aged 65 and
older became eligible to receive COVID-19
vaccine in Idaho. There are over 30,000
people in the 65 and older age group in
Eastern Idaho Public Health’s (EIPH) eightcounty region (Bonneville, Clark, Custer,
Fremont, Jefferson, Lemhi, Madison, and
Teton Counties). At the present time, there
are approximately 2,500 doses of vaccine
allocated to nearly 40 provider locations
throughout the region weekly; and
unfortunately, the demand for the vaccine
far exceeds our current supply of vaccine.
In an effort to make the process for
obtaining an appointment as simple as
possible and to provide equitable
distribution of vaccine to all individuals
desiring it in Idaho’s current priority
groups, EIPH will assign available
vaccination appointments randomly to all
individuals who register on our waiting list
BEFORE Thursday, February 11, 2021 at
8:00 a.m. Over the course of the following
10 days, appointments will be assigned to
individuals and EIPH WILL CALL OR
TEXT TO INFORM INDIVIDUALS OF
THEIR APPOINTMENT, which could
range from February 15 through the end of
March. To allow us time to make all these
notifications, we would ask that you NOT
call our office before February 22 to check
on your appointment. Thank you for your
patience with this process.

If you register on the waiting list AFTER
February 11 at 8:00 a.m., you can expect a
call or text from EIPH between February
22-26 to notify you of your assigned
appointment. Again, please do not call our
office before this time, as we will have not
yet made your appointment.
Please click here to read the all of the
details for this new scheduling process.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE COVID19 VACCINE WAITING LIST
If you previously signed up for our
notification list, THERE IS NOTHING
ELSE YOU HAVE TO DO.
If you need to sign up, please click the
appropriate link below OR call:
208-533-3223 for assistance.

Coming Soon

Geri Rackow, Director
Eastern Idaho Public Health
Pro Tip: There are 10 other locations giving
Covid vaccines besides the EIPH Department.
You can call other locations to see if they have
appointments available. 40 provider locations.
DO NOT MAKE MULTIPLE APOINTMENTS!

This will lead to wasted vaccines and
people being delayed in getting vaccinated.
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UMW Program By Kelly Carney

When the leaders received this request, Moses
knew exactly where to take it. The Lord
responded positively. What a great
achievement!! Women began to own an
inheritance because Mihlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah spoke up.
This text shows us that God values us as
women. We were created in God's image. We
are equal heirs to God's kin-dom even here on
earth. We need to speak up and make our case
known.

The Scripture Reading: Numbers 27:1-8
Then the daughter's of Zelophehad came
forward. Zelophehad was son of Hepher son of
Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh son of
Joseph, a member of the Manassite clans. The
names of his daughters were: Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. They stood before
Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all
the congregation, at the entrance of the tent of
meeting, and they said: Our father died in the
wilderness; he was not among the company of
those who gathered themselves together against
the Lord in the company of Korah, but died for
his own sin; and he had no sons. Why should
the name of our father be taken away from his
clan because he had no son? Give to us a
possession among our father's brothers.Moses
brought their case before the Lord. And the
Lord spoke to Moses, saying: The daughters of
Zelophehad are right in what they are saying;
you shall indeed let them possess an inheritance
among their father's brothers and pass the
inheritance of their father on to them.
In Numbers 26, a census had been taken among
the children of Israel. The Lord had spoken to
Moses on how to apportion land for inheritance.
According to Numbers 26:33 Zelohehad had no
sons and the instruction he received from the
Lord did not specifically include women. This is
when the daughters of Zelophehad made their
request, "Give to us a possession among our
father's brothers."

Reflection
Have you ever experienced inequality in
leadership positions?
Training for Transformation is an example of
how we can transform the mindset of women
and men so that everyone will see we are
created equal. After consulting with our
Regional Missionaries, United Methodist
Women identified three countries in which to
pilot a women's leadership development
program: the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Mozambique and Sierra Leone. Thirty-two
women- including representatives from five
Annual Conferences, Regional Missionaries and
United Methodist Women staff- met for the
initial training, where they learned to identify
their skills, train other women, and how best to
assess their churches' and communities' needs.
When women are trained for transformation
good things follow:
•
Improved educations standards for
themselves, their families and their communities
•
Better care of their children and the
people in their community
•
Increased confidence and knowledge to
address current issues, and skills that will enable
them to stand for justice.
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The Prayer and Self-Denial offering will support
programs that transform the lives of women,
children and youth. We continue to advocate for
the work of our eight Regional Missionaries.
With our support, programs that lift up women
leaders, like Training for Transformation in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Mozambique
and Sierra Leone, will bear fruit. Donations
(checks made out to United Methodist
Women)may be sent to Trinity or directly to
Joni Pace. Please mark them for A Call to
Prayer and Self-Denial.

Church News

Leadership Development for Women

Shrove Tuesday Blowout Kit

The
Poultry
Project
Girts
Without
Future:
Sewing
Project

Entrepreneurship
Advocacy

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.o
rg/news/the-poultry-project-whenopportunity-meets-preparation

Empowerment
Program

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.o
rg/news/girls-without-future-sewingproject

Soap
Project

Skill
Development

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.o
rg/blogs/for-a-time-like-this/april2020/making-soap-during-a-healthcrisis

Moore
Commu
nity
House

Women in
Construction

https://www.moorecommunityhouse.o
rg/winc

Red Bird
Mission

VocationalTechnical
School

Gum;
Moon

ESL classes

February Birthdays
Gary Rose
Trudy Esparza
Steve Holaday
Diane Croson
Roger Haga
Savannah Jensen
Kristy Campbell
Ruth Byron

2/2
2/3
2/8
2/11
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/16

Leroy Meyer
Nancy O’Brien
Ruth Oar
Tim French
Savon Mower
Logan Pickens
Josh Borland
Kathy Borland

2/17
2/21
2/22
2/23
2/25
2/25
2/25
2/28

You can still pick up yours up at church or
call the office (208-522-7921) for delivery!

During the 2020-2021 school year,
the Mission will seek to re-establish
vocational technical education to
expand training and workforce-ready
certification offerings to Red Bird High
School students—helping those
whose livelihood was based on fossil
fuel production transition to new
areas of work, including in the energy
sector.
Professional and life-skills training to
immigrant women.
https://www.gummoon.org/

John Wesley Quote
“Lose no opportunity of
receiving the sacrament. All
who have neglected this have
suffered loss; most of them are
as dead as stones; therefor be
you constant therein, not only
for example, but for the sake of your souls.”
To the Societies at Bristol, 1764
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Finance & Giving

Sunday’s Worship (2/14)

Do you have plans for your
stimulus money? – Ruth Marsh
(P)

The second round of stimulus money from the
federal government is beginning to arrive. I
would ask you to prayerfully consider if you can
afford to give this "found money" to the
church. Clearly your loved ones are a first level
priority but supporting Trinity's ministries and
building is a way for you and your money to
make a difference in this community.

Sunday was Transfiguration Sunday as
well as Scout Sunday. The sermon title was
“The Big Reveal." It's about what is being
revealed to us and what will we do with
that knowledge?

You can get cash out of
your stimulus card at
Common Cents ATMs
after activating online.
John and Ian came to light candles

Thank you for your continued
financial support of Trinity by:
(P)

a. delivering your regular
giving personally
b. calling the office and
give via credit card
c. using US Postal Service to send a check
d. going to Trinity’s website and give via
credit card or PayPal
e. or, signing up for bill-pay at your bank
so they can send a check
Our church’s financial
status for year-to-date
January 30, 2021:
(3)

Income =

$9,535

Expenses =

$14,517

Difference = ($ 4,982)
Thank you for your continued generosity. More
than ever, the world needs what our church
offers!

We studied Mark 9:2-9. You may read the
scripture lesson below before you watch the
livestream on Trinity’s Facebook page. Use
this link for the worship video:
https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/
There were some technical glitches so the
whole worship video, with the scouts
included, will be reposted tonight (2/16)
LESSON FROM THE CHRISTIAN
SCRIPTURES - Mark 9:2-9
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter
and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And
he was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no
one on earth could bleach them. And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who
were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let
us make three dwellings, one for you, one
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for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified.
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
Suddenly when they looked around, they
saw no one with them any more, but only
Jesus.
As they were coming down the
mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the
Son of Man had risen from the dead.
© New Revised Standard Version

Gather at the Table for February! (P)
Join us to reconnect during
this time of COVID
isolation. It would be
wonderful see you on
screen, and socialize with
you, as we continue our
faith journey. A brief deep-thought
question and time for prayers will be
available. Looking forward to seeing and
visiting with everyone Wednesday,
February 17th at 6:30.
New guests, please call the office if you
would like an invitation to this zoom.

Staying Connected
Checkout all the Worship Videos(P)
Each Sunday Worship videos will get
posted on Trinity’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/).
If you go to Trinity’s web page (
www.TUMCIF.org ) you can find a link to
the Facebook page. Be sure to “like” and
“follow” Trinity’s Facebook page if you
want our content to show up in your
personal Facebook feed. Please call Ruth at
208-419-7870 if you have difficulties finding
the videos.
Check Trinity’s YouTube channel for
videos of weekly worship at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ
z1YGrdRCH6HIND2LpVCgg

Prayer Wall for Everyone

(3)

The bulletin board outside of the sanctuary
doors has been dedicated to the prayer life
of the community. Paper and pencils are
available for making your request.
Thanks to Betty Anderson for the graphics.
Drop in and have a look!
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After-Church
Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour

You are welcome to
visit the church

(P)

(P)

Have you been missing potlucks and coffee
hour after
church?
If you have,
then show
up at
Virtual
Coffee Hour” on Sunday morning at 11:30
on zoom. Stay in touch with your church
family. The zoom invite will be posted on
the Trinity Facebook page.
(https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4609079844?p
wd=OGxNaTNpRFdhNHhRUVJjczNtaE83
UT09
Meeting ID: 460 907 9844
NEW→→ Passcode: Jesus

Theology on Tap –
The Home Edition

You can always drop by the church from
9 – 3 to visit with Ruth or just sit in the
sanctuary to soak in the beauty and the
good spirit.
If you would like to have a small meeting
or worship in the sanctuary, that can be
arranged by calling Pam in the office (208522-7921).
Some of the guidelines for groups include:
1. Up to 10 persons may meet in the
sanctuary at the same time.
2. Your group needs to call ahead to
schedule a time when it is not being
used by other groups, or Rob is not
in the middle of ripping down the
ceiling, and so we can turn the heat
on for you.
3. You will need to sign the contact
tracing log when you arrive.
4. Masks must be worn inside the
church.

(P)

Theology on Tap is going
strong with the weekly
Zoom calls. On Monday
afternoons check the Facebook page for the
Zoom meeting number and password. At
7pm pour your favorite beverage, warm up
an appetizer and be prepared to think deep
thoughts with your Monday night
community. Call or email the office if you
want to be added to the Theology on Tap
Facebook group.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4609079844?p
wd=OGxNaTNpRFdhNHhRUVJjczNtaE83
UT09
Meeting ID: 460 907 9844
NEW→→ Passcode: Jesus
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BigHornAuctions.com
rd.

February 23 -March
th.

30
Benefitting Castle
Bridge Preschool
Each Tuesday will feature new items on
the auction block.
Be sure to check online and get in on the
bidding!
Have items you would like to donate? We
are now accepting items for the auction.
Please call Betty (208-521-3039) to arrange
pick-up or drop-off.

Items needed include (but not limited to):
• Handmade items such as quilts,
welded items, blankets, leatherwork
• Firearms/Ammunition
• Gift Baskets
• Gift certificates
• Titled Vehicles such as ATVs,
trailers
• Trip/Vacation/Get-Away Package
and/or Accommodations
• Services such as Snow Removal,
Yard cleanup, Massages and Spa
Treatments
• Art Pieces and Photography
• Jewelry
• Furniture
• Hunting/Camping/Fishing items
• Household items and décor
• Vintage toys
• Antiques and Collectibles
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Donations accepted until March 8, 2021

Upcoming:

This Week at Trinity

March 2nd - Trustees Meeting 6:30 (Zoom)

Tuesday (Feb. 16) Shrove Tuesday
•

March 10th - Finance Committee 6:30
(Zoom)

Admin Council Meeting 6:30
(Zoom)

March 14th – Daylight Saving Time Starts

Wednesday (Feb. 17) Ash Wednesday
•

Ashes to Go for Everybody
12:00 to 2:30 on Broadway Bridge

•

Ashes and Meditation 3:00 to 6:00
Trinity Sanctuary.

•

Upper Room 10:00 am (Zoom –
Contact Kathy Harder for an
invitation)

•

Gather at the Table 6:30 (Zoom)

Thursday (Feb 18)
•

ReOpening Committee 6:30 (Zoom

Friday (Feb. 19)
Saturday (Feb. 20)
Sunday (Feb. 21) Lent 1
•

•

Video Worship on Facebook Page
10:15 am Do church from the
comfort of your couch!
(https://www.facebook.com/TUM
CIF/)

Trinity Leadership

Below are listed the names and contacts for
the leadership positions for the next year.
Please let the appropriate leader know how
you are willing to serve.

Virtual Coffee Hour - 11:30 am to
meet with Ruth and your church
friends on Zoom.

Monday (Feb. 22)
•

Newsletter Input due every
Monday by 10 am

•

Theology on Tap 7pm (Zoom) meet
with your church buddies and think
heavy thoughts while partaking of
your favorite spirits.

(P)
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•

Bev Kemp - Chair of Staff/Parish
Relations
208-569-6149
bevmkemp@gmail.com

•

Don Rohde - Chair of Trustees
860-810-3227 donrohde@aol.com

•

Robin Stewart - Chair of
Administrative Council
208-521-6358
robin.s.stewart@gmail.com

•

Scott Taylor, Chair of Finance
208-201-5593
auditpatroller@yahoo.com
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Church Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

15 Presidents’ Day 16
Office Closed

February
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

22

Thursday

17Ash Wednesday

18

6:30 Admin Meeting
(Zoom)

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Gather at the Table
(Zoom)

6:30 ReOpening Mtg
(Zoom)

23

24

Shrove Tuesday

7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

21 Lent 1

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

19 Office Closed

20

25

26 Office Closed

27

5 Office Closed

6

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

28 Lent 2
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

1

March
7 Lent 3
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

14 Lent 4
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

2

3

4

6:30 Trustee Meeting
(Zoom)

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Gather at the
Table (Zoom)

6:30 ReOpening Mtg
(Zoom)

9

10

11

12 Office Closed

13

19 Office Closed

20

7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

8

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Finance Meeting
(Zoom)

7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

15
7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

16

17

18

6:30 Admin Meeting
(Zoom)

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Gather at the Table
(Zoom)

6:30 ReOpening Mtg
(Zoom)
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