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Thoughts from Rev. Ruth
Dear Siblings in Christ,
I have to admit, today's Good News barely
sounds like good news. “And the Heavens
were torn open.” So much has been torn
open in the past months: our country, our
church, our relationships, our hearts.
Sometimes it feels like even the phrase
“have an open mind” is frightening
because, though broadening our thought is
good, the process to get there may have felt
as if we were being “torn open.”

Indeed, today’s Gospel lesson doesn't feel
much like “Good News” when we hear it.
The language is quite violent sounding.
God proclaims Jesus to be the Son, the
Beloved with whom God is well pleased,
and that we should listen to Jesus, who we
will come to know as Christ and Savior.
That announcement, however, is preceded
by the very heavens being ripped open and
then Jesus is driven out into the wilderness.
The Gospel of Mark gives us the briefest
picture of what happens in the desert. It
might be worth your time to see what
Matthew, Luke, and John have to say about
these 40 days.
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The scripture lesson this morning should
feel a bit familiar to you. This is the 3rd
time in 6 weeks that we have heard God
proclaim Jesus as the Chosen One, and that
we should listen to him. The first time was
in early Epiphany, when we celebrated the
Baptism of Jesus. The second time was just
last week at the Transfiguration when
Moses and Elijah are present, and today,
the third time, as we begin the journey with
Jesus toward Jerusalem with all that will
unfold during Holy Week. Again, we are
reminded that God wants us to listen to
Jesus.
Once again though, I have to ask, what is
the Good News about being torn apart?
The answer may have been hidden in plain
sight in our Hebrew Scripture reading, the
one about another violent event, the flood
that came over the whole earth in the time
of Noah. God places a rainbow in the sky
to assure humankind that God will not
destroy creation and we will not end up as
collateral damage. Let’s learn a bit about
rainbows.
Now we understand that the light itself has
to be torn apart to reveal all its colorful
beauty as a rainbow. It's a little bit like
realizing that when we tear a Band-Aid off
of a wound, it hurts, but the healing is
revealed to us. Yet it is only when the
Band-Aid is gone that we see the work of
these miraculous bodies given to us by
God. So, over the next few weeks, as we
ponder the journey with Jesus toward his
death, toward a time of pain, toward a time

that will lead to great good news, we may
have to tear a few Band-Aids off. We may
have to recognize
that the hurt can
sometimes be a
precursor to what
will turn out to be
very Good News, for
it is in copious
amounts of tearing
apart that we are
shown new ways to be bound together. It
may only be in the tearing apart that the
healing is revealed as a beautiful rainbow.
Amen.
Blessings,
Reverend Ruth

February Birthdays
Gary Rose
Trudy Esparza
Steve Holaday
Diane Croson
Roger Haga
Savannah Jensen
Kristy Campbell
Ruth Byron

2/2
2/3
2/8
2/11
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/16

Leroy Meyer
Nancy O’Brien
Ruth Oar
Tim French
Savon Mower
Logan Pickens
Josh Borland
Kathy Borland

John Wesley Quote
“To use the grace given is
the certain way to obtain
more grace. To use all the
faith, you have will bring
an increase of faith.” Letter
to Miss March -1770-2

Page 2 of 13

2/17
2/21
2/22
2/23
2/25
2/25
2/25
2/28

FEBRUARY 22, 2021

NEWS UPDATE

EIPH COVID-19 Vaccine
Scheduling

22 to check on your appointment. Thank
you for your patience with this process.

(5)

Eastern Idaho Public Health update
Tuesday, February 9, 2021:
On February 1, individuals aged 65 and
older became eligible to receive COVID-19
vaccine in Idaho. There are over 30,000
people in the 65 and older age group in
Eastern Idaho Public Health’s (EIPH)
eight-county region (Bonneville, Clark,
Custer, Fremont, Jefferson, Lemhi,
Madison, and Teton Counties). At the
present time, there are approximately
2,500 doses of vaccine allocated to
nearly 40 provider locations throughout
the region weekly; and unfortunately, the
demand for the vaccine far exceeds our
current supply of vaccine.
In an effort to make the process for
obtaining an appointment as simple as
possible and to provide equitable
distribution of vaccine to all individuals
desiring it in Idaho’s current priority
groups, EIPH will assign available
vaccination appointments randomly to all
individuals who register on our waiting
list BEFORE Thursday, February 11, 2021
at 8:00 a.m. Over the course of the
following 10 days, appointments will be
assigned to individuals and EIPH WILL
CALL OR TEXT TO INFORM
INDIVIDUALS OF THEIR
APPOINTMENT, which could range
from February 15 through the end of
March. To allow us time to make all
these notifications, we would ask that
you NOT call our office before February

If you register on the waiting list AFTER
February 11 at 8:00 a.m., you can expect a
call or text from EIPH between February
22-26 to notify you of your assigned
appointment. Again, please do not call
our office before this time, as we will have
not yet made your appointment.
Please click here to read the all of the
details for this new scheduling process.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE COVID19 VACCINE WAITING LIST
If you previously signed up for our
notification list, THERE IS NOTHING
ELSE YOU HAVE TO DO.
If you need to sign up, please click the
appropriate link below OR call 208-5333223 for assistance.

Pro Tip: There are 10 other locations giving
Covid vaccines besides the EIPH Department.
You can call other locations to see if they have
appointments available. 40 provider locations
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UMW Program

The following information was obtained
from Response Magazine (Sept/Oct 2020).
The Miracle of Mission Giving: It
transports our caring to places we will
never go in person. It connects us to all of
God’s creation. It travels as close as the
mission project down the street and as far
away as the work of a regional missionary
on another continent. It combines
everyone’s small gifts into one mighty
whole. It’s the way we live out our
Purpose.
Mission giving is undesignated,
unrestricted giving for the total program of
United Methodist Women, and it’s been a
hallmark of our organization for decades.
Mission giving is our history, starting with
the “two cents a week and a prayer” that
our foremothers gave. Today, we raise
millions of dollars for our work with
women, children and youth through the
five channels of Mission Giving – millions
made up of the small, faithful gifts of
hundreds of thousands of women.

Mission Giving grows our creative,
supportive fellowship. Member of the
United Methodist Women work together to
raise funds for mission needs, often
through bake sales or bazaars or other
special events. We give Special Mission
Recognition pins and Gift to Mission cards
to honor special people or recognize special
occasions. We celebrate the lives of loved
ones with Gifts in Memory. The annual
World Thank Offering service is a time of
fun and fellowship in our local unit. We
grow together as we learn about the local,
national and international mission work
our giving makes possible.
Mission Giving is leadership
development. Raising funds together
fosters teamwork. Treasurers and
committees on finance learn budgeting and
money management skills as they develop
district and conference budgets.
Participation in Mission Giving knits our
entire organization together as we share in
the responsibility and joy of giving. That
the miracle of Mission Giving!!!

Today’s Greatest Needs:

Whether we give deliberately,
spontaneously or both, we model the grace
of our loving, giving God. Making and
keeping a Pledge to Mission encourages
spiritual discipline.
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Church News
Working on the church
Rob has moved his way down to the front
of the sanctuary where, because of the
sloping floor, the walls seem to get taller.
The old 12-foot wooden ladder would not
allow Rob to reach where he needed to
work, so now he has a new, safer 16-foot
fiberglass step ladder that was donated to
the church.

Rob and the completed shipping container

Stained-Glass Window
Repair Project
This morning we removed the two stainedglass ventilator windows that are being sent
to Oakland, CA to be restored. Because of
the concerns for lead oxide poisoning, the
removal crew was wearing PPE and
immediately sealed the windows into
plastic bags. The windows were then
placed, with lots of foam, in the elaborate
shipping container that Rob has fabricated.
The windows will be shipped later this
week and are due to return in several
months.

Richard & Rob packing the second window.
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Finance & Giving

LESSON FROM THE CHRISTIAN
SCRIPTURES - Mark 1:9-15

Thank you for your continued
financial support of Trinity by:

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10 And just as he was coming up out of the
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

(P)

a. delivering your regular
giving personally
b. calling the office and
give via credit card
c. using US Postal Service to send a check
d. going to Trinity’s website and give via
credit card or PayPal
e. or, signing up for bill-pay at your bank
so they can send a check
Our church’s financial
status for year-to-date
January 30, 2021:
(3)

Income =

$9,535

Expenses =

$14,517

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.”
© New Revised Standard Version

Difference = ($ 4,982)
Thank you for your continued generosity. More
than ever, the world needs what our church
offers!

Sunday’s Worship (2/21)
Sunday was the first Sunday of Lent. The
sermon title was “Torn Open." The question
of the day is, “Must everything be torn
apart in order to heal?”
We studied Mark 1:9-15. You may read the
scripture lesson below before you watch the
livestream on Trinity’s Facebook page. Use
this link for the worship video:
https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out
into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with
the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Staying Connected
Checkout all the Worship Videos(P)
Each Sunday Worship videos will get
posted on Trinity’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/).
If you go to Trinity’s web page
(www.TUMCIF.org ) you can find a link to
the Facebook page. Be sure to “like” and
“follow” Trinity’s Facebook page if you
want our content to show up in your
personal Facebook feed. Please call Ruth at
208-419-7870 if you have difficulties finding
the videos.
Check Trinity’s YouTube channel for
videos of weekly worship at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ
z1YGrdRCH6HIND2LpVCgg
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Gather at the Table for February! (P)
Join us to reconnect
during this time of COVID
isolation. It would be
wonderful see you on
screen, and socialize with
you, as we continue our faith journey. A
brief deep-thought question and time for
prayers will be available. Looking forward
to seeing and visiting with everyone
Wednesday, March 3rd at 6:30.
New guests, please call the office if you
would like an invitation to this zoom.

Prayer Wall for Everyone

After-Church
Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour

(P)

Have you been missing potlucks and coffee
hour after
church?
If you have,
then show
up at
Virtual
Coffee Hour” on Sunday morning at 11:30
on zoom. Stay in touch with your church
family. The zoom invite will be posted on
the Trinity Facebook page.
(https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4609079844?pwd=W
m9xZmdrM3FTQzNYaE8zSDRRL3Zqdz09

(3)

Meeting ID: 460 907 9844
New Passcode: Jesus

Theology on Tap –
The Home Edition

(P)

The bulletin board outside of the sanctuary
doors has been dedicated to the prayer life
of the community. Paper and pencils are
available for making your request.
Thanks to Betty Anderson for the graphics.
Drop in and have a look!

Theology on Tap is going
strong with the weekly
Zoom calls. On Monday
afternoons check the Facebook page for the
Zoom meeting number and password. At
7pm pour your favorite beverage, warm up
an appetizer and be prepared to think deep
thoughts with your Monday night
community. Call or email the office if you
want to be added to the Theology on Tap
Facebook group.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4609079844?pwd=W
m9xZmdrM3FTQzNYaE8zSDRRL3Zqdz09
Meeting ID: 460 907 9844
New Passcode: Jesus
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You are welcome to
visit the church

How to Watch on
Facebook

You can always drop by the church from
9 – 3 to visit with Ruth or just sit in the
sanctuary to soak in the beauty and the
good spirit.

Watching Trinity Worship
Video Without a F.B. Account.

(P)

If you would like to have a small meeting
or worship in the sanctuary, that can be
arranged by calling Pam in the office (208522-7921).
Some of the guidelines for groups include:
1. Up to 10 persons may meet in the
sanctuary at the same time.
2. Your group needs to call ahead to
schedule a time when it is not being
used by other groups, or Rob is not
in the middle of ripping down the
ceiling, and so we can turn the heat
on for you.
3. You will need to sign the contact
tracing log when you arrive.
4. Masks must be worn inside the
church.

(P)

Yes, you can watch Trinity Sunday morning
worship video without a Facebook account.
ON THE LAPTOP:
1. go to GOOGLE CHROME web browser
and type in:
2. https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/
3. The Trinity Facebook page comes up and
you can see the video.
4. Then a Facebook “sign on” window comes
up
5. At the bottom of the Sign on Window there
was a "NOT NOW" button
6. Push that button and
you are free to watch
the live stream on a
laptop without a
Facebook account.
ON THE CELL PHONE:
(P)
1. go to web browser and type in:
2. https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/
3. The Trinity Facebook page comes up and
you can see the video.
4. Then a Facebook sign on window came up
5. Using your finger scroll down the screen
6. A second Facebook sign on window comes
up
7. Close that 2nd window by pressing the "X"
box up in the top right corner
8. You can see the video on the screen and
play it by pressing the play triangle
9. It only shows the latest videos.
10. If you press SHOW ALL you can see all the
videos back to March.
11. You are free to watch the live stream on an
iPhone without a Facebook account.
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BigHornAuctions.com
rd.

February 23 -March 30

th.

Benefitting Castle
Bridge Preschool
Each Tuesday will feature new items on
the auction block.
Be sure to check online and get in on the
bidding!
Have items you would like to donate? We
are now accepting items for the auction.
Contact: Betty Anderson, Board Member,
208-521-3039 (c) or 208-523-8272 (h)
email: bettyellenba@gmail.com
She will arrange for drop off and pick up.

Items needed include (but not limited to):
• Handmade items such as quilts,
welded items, blankets, leatherwork
• Firearms/Ammunition
• Gift Baskets
• Gift certificates
• Titled Vehicles such as ATVs,
trailers
• Trip/Vacation/Get-Away Package
and/or Accommodations
• Services such as Snow Removal,
Yard cleanup, Massages and Spa
Treatments
• Art Pieces and Photography
• Jewelry
• Furniture
• Hunting/Camping/Fishing items
• Household items and décor
• Vintage toys
• Antiques and Collectibles
Donations accepted until March 8, 2021
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This Week at Trinity
Monday (Feb. 22)
•

Newsletter Input due every Monday by
10 am

•

Theology on Tap 7pm (Zoom) meet
with your church buddies and think
heavy thoughts while partaking of your
favorite spirits.

Tuesday (Feb. 23)
Wednesday (Feb. 24)

Trinity Leadership

•

Below are listed the names and contacts for
the leadership positions for the next year.
Please let the appropriate leader know how
you are willing to serve.

Upper Room 10:00 am (Zoom – Contact
Kathy Harder for an invitation)

Thursday (Feb 25)
•

ReOpening Committee 6:30 (Zoom)

Friday (Feb. 26)

•

Bev Kemp - Chair of Staff/Parish
Relations
208-569-6149
bevmkemp@gmail.com

•

Don Rohde - Chair of Trustees
860-810-3227 donrohde@aol.com

•

Robin Stewart - Chair of
Administrative Council
208-521-6358
robin.s.stewart@gmail.com

•

Scott Taylor, Chair of Finance
208-201-5593
auditpatroller@yahoo.com

Saturday (Feb. 27)
Sunday (Feb. 28) Lent 1
•

Video Worship on Facebook Page 10:15
am Do church from the comfort of your
couch!
(https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/)

•

Virtual Coffee Hour - 11:30 am to meet
with Ruth and your church friends on
Zoom.

Upcoming:
March

2nd

- Trustees Meeting 6:30 (Zoom)

March 3rd - Gather at the Table 6:30
(Zoom)
March 10th - Finance Committee 6:30
(Zoom)
March 14th – Daylight Saving Time Starts
March 16th - Admin Council Meeting 6:30
(Zoom)
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Church Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

15 Presidents’ Day 16
Office Closed

February
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

22

Thursday

17Ash Wednesday

18

6:30 Admin Meeting
(Zoom)

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Gather at the Table
(Zoom)

6:30 ReOpening Mtg
(Zoom)

23

24

Shrove Tuesday

7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

21 Lent 1

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

19 Office Closed

20

25

26 Office Closed

27

5 Office Closed

6

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

28 Lent 2
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

1

March
7 Lent 3
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

14 Lent 4
10:15 - Live stream on
Facebook
11:30 Virtual Coffee Hr.

2

3

4

6:30 Trustee Meeting
(Zoom)

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Gather at the
Table (Zoom)

6:30 ReOpening Mtg
(Zoom)

9

10

11

12 Office Closed

13

19 Office Closed

20

7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

8

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Finance Meeting
(Zoom)

7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

15
7:00 Theology on Tap
(Zoom)

16

17

18

6:30 Admin Meeting
(Zoom)

10:00 Upper Room
(Zoom)
6:30 Gather at the Table
(Zoom)

6:30 ReOpening Mtg
(Zoom)
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