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This Week at Trinity
Wednesday (July 20th)
 Upper Room via Zoom 10:00 am
 Gather at the Table Zoom 6:30 pm
 Troop 6 Mary Dawson Hall 7:00 pm
Friday (July 22nd)
 Office Closed
Sunday (July 24th)
 Indoor, In-Person Church and Video
Worship on Facebook Page at 10:10a
(https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/)



Seventh Pentecost Sunday

Monday (July 25th)
 NA Just4Today2 7:00 pm
 Book club 7:00 pm
 Theology on Tap via Zoom 7:00 pm
Tuesday (July 26th)
 Cub Scouts Pack Meeting 7:00 pm
 NA Book Study 7:00
Wednesday (July 27th)
 Upper Room via Zoom 10:00 am
 Troop 6 Mary Dawson Hall 7:00 pm
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Worship on 7/24
Theme for the week: “Steadfast Love”
Sermon title: "A Path For Our Steps.”
Lesson from Hebrew Scripture: (Psalm 85)
Lord, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you pardoned all their sin. Selah
You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.
Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward
us.
Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all
generations?
Will you not revive us again,
so that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him
in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those
who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each
other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the
ground,
and righteousness will look down from
the sky.
The Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him
and will make a path for his steps.
© NRSVUE

UWF News
Misssion U was
a success! Kay
Pottorff, Joni
Pace, Nancy
Copp, Sherry
Newey, Trudy Esparza, Mary Nagel, and
Pastor Alphaeus Taylor attended the event.
The two days covered a Biblical exploration
of Luke 13. Certain parables were studied
to show their relevance in today’s world.
We learned how the words of Jesus can be a
guide in our lives. Even though the
meeting was via Zoom, encompassing the
Oregon Idaho UWF, we felt very much a
part of the event. We had full Zoom study
sessions and small group participation. We
learned how each of us may interpret
parables differently and how our
applications would vary. Our Trinity Unit
was the largest group participating. And
we were noted for that. We came away
with a new moniker for our Unit. Janelle
Bolt, the Mission U coordinator, named us
“The Wise Women of the Far East”!! (We
are the farthest eastern Unit in the
conference.) We are duly proud of our
acclaim. Also many, many thanks to Don
Rohde and Sherry Newey for setting up
and getting us through all the Zoom
technology. We couldn’t have done it
without you. Also thank you Alphaeus for
attending, putting up with the “old church
ladies” and giving us your thoughtful
insights.
In other UWF news, save the date for our
ice cream social August 11th. It will be at
Ruth Oar’s home at 1:00. More details will
follow in the coming weeks.
Also when at the church this summer check
out some books from our reading program.
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The books are in the UWF library (UMW)
in the parlor. There are some excellent
reads both fiction and nonfiction. See you at
Mission U!!!
Mary Nagel

Global Ministries/UMCOR
To provide
humanitarian
assistance to the
Ukrainian people in
the wake of the
Russian invasion of their country.
Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can
be made in the following ways:
Check to Trinity UMC with “UMCOR #
982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line.
We will get it to them.
Online: https://umcmission.org/advanceproject/982450

John Wesley Quote
A loving word, spoken in
faith, shall not fall to the
ground.
To Miss March , 1760-77

Crockpot Meals Needed
Compassionate Care Need!
We need crock pot or
casserole meals for the
homeless people that stop
by the Day Shelter.
We will provide the
cooking container and the ingredients, as
necessary. Please help with all the love in
your heart. Contact Don in the office. Next
available dates are: July 24th, 25th, and 26th.
Also, donations of canned food (with pulltops) would be greatly appreciated.
Examples of greatest needs are:




Pasta (E.g.: Chef Boyardee)
Corn, Green Beans, & Mixed Vegetables
Meats, soups, spaghetti sauce

Thanks to Ann Shively, Jill Ecklesdafer &
Mary, Tricia, Nancy Copp, Cindy Woolf,
Heather Rutledge, Dixie Oswald, Kay
Kiefner, Kathy Harder, Bev Kemp, Jo Ann
& Gary Rose, and Marcia & Tommy Lew
and Hersh Mynarcik for their preparation
of food, generous donation of time, and
compassion in helping with feeding the
hungry.

Financial Statements
Our church's financial
status for January 2022
to June 30th
Income =
Expenses =
Difference =

$ 69,108.68
$ 93,633.46
($ 24,524.78)

Thank you for your continued
generosity. More than ever, the world
needs what our church offers!
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Sermon from 7/17
"Few Things Are Needed.
Indeed
Only One”
(Based on
Genesis 18-1-10 & Luke 10:38-42)
I have it on fairly good authority that
there’s a bit of a kick up brewing here at
Trinity… a cause for concern that coincided
with and actually centers on my arrival
and continued presence here. It is, as it
were, a furor or “to-do” that lands squarely
on the shoulders of a a specific subset of the
community: a company of folks described
or self-identified as (and I quote) the “little
old ladies.” See, I have been told by a few
members of this crew that my incoming has
sent them into a bit of a tailspin… left them
at a loss. Why? Because they want to, as
“little old ladies” have done throughout
time, show me that I am welcome here loved and embraced - by feeding me: an
expression of care made nearly impossible
by my many, many dietary restrictions. You
see, as much as the little old ladies would
like to continue the time old tradition of
welcoming the stranger with hospitality,
they’ve also heard or been made aware of
the fact that I am - in a most unfortunate
manner - allergic to a lot of the staples
included in the average American diet, and
they (understandably) don’t want to risk
killing or making me ill.
Truth be told, over the many years of
having to observe a strict diet or suffer
discomfort, I’ve become pretty skilled at
wriggling my way out of or around food
related kindnesses. I’ll often take to tact of
telling folks “it’s too complicated, don’t
worry about it…” But, as I’m sure you all
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know, little old ladies are tenacious and not
to be outdone by a few pesky ingredients.
No… ingredients are to be conquered! So,
rather than throw in the kitchen towel and
leave me to fend for myself, my dietary
restrictions have become a challenge or a
puzzle to be figured out.“We are gonna
find a way to fatten you up…” they say,
“put some meat on those bones…” This, of
course, is little old lady code for, “you are
going to know you are loved, cared for
despite the challenge… and it is
representative of the spirit of welcome, that,
according to my own lifetime of highly
scientific observations, is baked into little
old lady DNA; most especially little old
church lady DNA, and the rest of us are all
the better for it. Why? Because it is an
offering that sends the message that no
matter what’s going on in the world around
us, with them there is comfort to be
found… a safe place to land. And the real
magic is that it’s all given, most often, with
no expectation of a return on investment:
no strings attached - which isn’t that way
hospitality’s always worked…
In fact, if we
jump back to
the time of
Abraham - as
depicted in
our reading
from this
week’s
Hebrew
scripture - we
land in a
culture, day,
and context
that sees the act of taking in and caring for
the stranger as transactional: a safeguard
offered not so much in kindness, but as a
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peace offering or plea for shared civility. As
we were reminded in last week’s reading of
the Samaritan parable, traveling or leaving
one’s homeland could be and often was a
perilous act. Bandits and robbers often lay

in wait for the wayfarer - and these were
folks who had no qualms about brutalizing
travelers, taking their goods, and leaving
them at death’s door. Likewise, for settled
communities, strangers were shrouded in
uncertainty and could pose a very real
danger. They might have weapons and
other military resources, or even magical
abilities: real power, as it was believed back
then, to upend one’s life or end one’s
existence. It was better, then, to play it safe
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would rush out to meet travelers, invite
them in… offer them water to wash up, a
place to rest and recover, protection from
the elements and no-good neighbors who
would do them harm. And yes, they would
also offer travelers food: fresh bread, “a
calf, tender and good, curds and milk…”
whatever provisions were required to meet
their guests needs and offset potential
danger, no matter the cost. This act
functioned as the first step toward what
was hoped would be a covenant of
reciprocal care, a mitigation of risks, and in
instances of divine encounters, incentive for
the gathering of an outsized blessing.
“Where is your wife Sarah?” asks one of
Abraham’s guests. “I will surely return to
you in due season, and your wife Sarah
shall have a son.”

It was all, ultimately, about an expectation
that the gift of life be continued, extended,
or renewed: expectations that were
sometimes met in unexpected ways. Sarah,
“a little old lady” in her own right at this
point in the story, gets a new lease on life:
she will be a first-time mother.
and do one’s utmost to curry favor. So,
certain customs began to crop up - a sort of
quid pro quo. Ancient hosts, like Abraham,
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I’ve been wondering, this past week, if
there’s a way to apply this perspective, this
idea that casts acts of hospitality as
opportunities of renewal or indeed
redefinition to the tale we encounter in
Luke. We’ve spoken, in prior weeks about
the ways in which our practices, rituals, or
traditions can become outmoded as social
mores shift over time. And, pushing back
against tradition myself, I’ve been
wondering if this might be one of the
messages that Jesus is trying to share with
Martha? See, commonly, we have been
taught to interpret this story through an
androcentric lens that reads Jesus as
dismissive of Martha’s efforts and concerns:
an interpretation that ultimately pits the
sister’s against one another as evidence in
our present day lexicon, often heard as “be
a Mary, not a Martha.” But as we’re all
becoming more and more aware of the
ways in which a shift in tone can change the
meaning of the written word (just think
about the times when we misinterpret the
meaning of another person’s text or email confusion that would not have existed had
the exchange been spoken and heard), I
wonder if there’s a way to consider the
exchange between Jesus and Martha
through a filter of expressed compassion.
Consider that when we meet Martha, she is
no less frenzied than Abraham in making
sure her exalted guest’s needs are met, and
it seems that she feels - not unlike Abraham
- that in order to get it all done she’ll help.
She was, in so many words following
tradition: a tradition it seems, that her sister
was breaking. So maybe, then, part of her
distraction was real concern for how her
sister would be viewed by others, by her
guest - so she tries to enlist his help in
setting things straight.
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But the response that she gets, at least for
her, is unexpected:
“Martha, Martha,” Jesus responds, “you are
worried and distracted by many things, but
few things are needed—indeed only one.
Mary has chosen the better part, which will
not be taken away from her.”

Now, again, typically this response is
interpreted as a sort of chastisement - a
scolding that pit’s two sisters response to
Jesus’s presence at odds. But what if we
were to just shift the exegetical tone a bit?
What if we were to see it and read it as the
offering of a divine gift, an invitation into a
new way of living and understanding that
one of the sisters has just been a bit slower
to adopt? It’s often the case that our tasks,
our habits, and other distractions keep us
from seeing the truth of what’s in front of
us - how times have changed and rendered
certain behaviors unnecessary if not
obsolete - and often we need a concrete
model to emulate to make the shift
ourselves. So maybe, just maybe Jesus is
offering Martha that grace of awareness,
giving her new lens through which to view
her sister’s adoption of the new world
etiquette he’s endeavoring to teach: an
etiquette that does away with the
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transactional component of hospitality, and
ushers in a new spirit of welcome. Tradition
said that Martha was meant to pull out all
the stops for the visitor, the stranger: feed
them, clothe them, anticipate their every
need without even knowing the most
minute detail about who they were. But
with our hypothetical shift, Jesus
completely upends that model, setting the
table for a new way of relating: come, sit,
take a load off and listen like your sister.
Maybe then you’ll find that few things are
needed, indeed only one: our mutual
presence and fellowship in this moment,
and the shared knowledge that we have
landed in a place of love, safety, and care
with no strings attached.
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Anniversaries
August
Douglas & Betty French 16th
Ed & Jane Simmons
16th

Birthdays
Marybeth Eikelberger
Jade McMurtrey
Ben Davenport
Chance Empey
Blair Nelson
Bailey Summers

Amen.
Blessings,
Pastor Alphaeus
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Don Taylor
Josh Sorensen
Alasdair McCall
Al Wooten
Ben Oliver
Linda Milam
Olivia Lower
Rob Brochu
Sharon Eld
Wendy Nobles
Patti Wade
David Armstrong
Nanette Johnson
Connor Carroll

July
20th
21st
25th
27th
28th
30th
August
1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
7th
8th
8th
10th
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Sawtooth Camp News –
July 20, 2022

Sawtooth Camp was buzzing last week
with Elementary camp and staff. These
campers were ages 8-12 years old. There
were 22 campers and staff totaling about 40
people. It was quite a week of with kids
learning about “God’s Creation” in a
glorious place in Central Idaho. The kids
come from various churches in southern
Idaho. There were lots of activities and kids
learning about themselves and each other.
The counselors were busy keeping up with
them all. For some this was the first
experience away from their families. The
love and care of the counselors and the new
friends and relationships made for a very
special personal experience for all. The 3
youth that were sent from Trinity were
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awesome week using the same theme
“God’s Creation”.
Enjoy the photos taken during the
Elementary camp.

Eliana Castillo, and Sofia Griffith as
campers and Adellyna Castillo as a CIT
(counselor -in-training). The Castillo and
Griffith families were able to provide
transportation.
This week is the Intermediate camp for kids
from 6-8th grades. They are ages 12-14. We
have 4 youth from Trinity leave for camp
on Sunday morning, July 17. The campers
are Lily Bottcher, Angel Cole, Gracie
Warnke and Zac Keith. The families of
these youth and Dixie Oswald are taking
them up and back from camp. It is a 4 hours

trip each way so we so appreciate those
who are willing to provide the
transportation. The counselors and staff
for this camp were preparing for an
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Please support our youth and funds for the
Camp Scholarship Program. Thanks
All checks or other money go to Trinity
UMC designated for camp scholarships
Betty Anderson
Coordinator for children & youth at TUMC.
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CAMPING PROGRAM
Sawtooth Camp is remotely located in an
alpine valley 35 miles north of Fairfield,
Idaho, on the North Fork of the Boise River.
This picturesque camp is a blend of
mountains, meadows and a winding river
that offers a wide range of wilderness
experiences.
to the wonder of God's mountain
creations. Hike up to a mountain lake and
watch a falcon soar on the wind currents.
to learn about relationships with
others, yourself and God. Sing at campfire
and help a new friend make the perfect
s'more.
to explore nature, faith, and your
vision. Watch for moose and deer, or listen
to the chatter of squirrels & chipmunks.
fun and fellowship with your past,
present and future friends. Laugh with
new friends as you share fresh baked bread.

Camper’s Log Entries:
“There was an activity where you were
blindfolded. The rules were, you could not
let go of the rope. To get to the end, you
had to find the cup, but to find the cup you
had to ask for help.”
“I learned that a lot of people have different
views. Sometimes flawed, but we can exist
together.”
“I made a new best friend and we just
connected. Now she is my best friend in
the whole world!”
“I learned you can make friends anywhere,
even in the woods.”
“I liked hiking, the ride in the truck and
campfire.

Mountain bikes are available at the camp to
use on the trails that run through the 120
acres of camp and the surrounding
National Forest. Zip lines are part of a
challenge course used to develop
community.
The river winding through the camp offers
refreshing water activities.
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“Thank you, for the scholarship and the
opportunity to go to camp.”
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Register on-line at gocamping.org or call
503-802-9210 for more information

Elementary
3rd-6th

Completed Grades
7/10/2022 - 7/16/2022

Junior High Camp
Completed Grades 6th-8th
7/17/2022 - 7/23/2022

Senior High Camp
Completed Grades 9th-12th
7/24/2022 - 7/30/2022
Eastern Idaho Campers contact Betty
Anderson call or text at 208-521-3039 or
email bettyellenba@gmail.com
You can also leave a message with the
Trinity church office at 208-522-7921.
Please let Betty know if you are going to
camp so she can coordinate transportation.
Scholarships are available from the
conference and from Trinity United
Methodist Church in Idaho Falls.

Campership Fund
Would you
be willing to
help
someone get
to church
camp this
summer?
Camp costs
$488 per
person this
year. Yes,
that IS a lot,
but it’s a great deal for an experience that
can change a person’s life!!
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Staying Connected
Each Sunday Worship videos will be posted
on Trinity’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/TUMCIF/).
If you go to Trinity’s web page
(www.TUMCIF.org ) you can find a link to
the Facebook page. Be sure to “like” and
“follow” Trinity’s Facebook page if you
want our content to show up in your
personal Facebook feed. Please call Ruth at
208-419-7870 if you have difficulties finding
the videos.
Check Trinity’s YouTube channel for videos
of weekly worship at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ
z1YGrdRCH6HIND2LpVCgg

Trinity Leadership
Below are the names and contacts for the
leadership positions for the next year.
Please let the appropriate leader know how
you are willing to serve.


Bev Kemp - Chair of
Staff/Parish Relations
(208)569-6149
bevmkemp@gmail.com



Don Rohde - Chair of Trustees
(860)810-3227
donrohde@aol.com



Robin Stewart - Chair of
Administrative Council
(208)521-6358
robin.s.stewart@gmail.com
Scott Taylor, Chair of Finance
(208)201-5593
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Monday

Tuesday

July/August
24
10:10 In-person
worship with Live
stream on Facebook

31
10:10 In-person
worship with Live
stream on Facebook

7
10:10 In-person
worship with Live
stream on Facebook
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25
7:00 Theology on
Tap (Zoom)
7:00 NA Just4Today

1

26
7:00 NA Book Study
7:00 Cub Scouts
Pack & Den

2

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

20

21

22 Office Closed

23

28

29 Office Closed

30

4

5 Office Closed

6

11

12 Office Closed

13

10:00 Upper Room by
Zoom
6:30 pm Gather at the
Table (Zoom)
7:00 Troop 6 (MDH)

27
10:00 Upper Room by
Zoom
7:00 Troop 6 (MDH)

3
10:00 Upper Room by
Zoom

7:00 Theology on
Tap (Zoom)
7:00 NA Just4Today

7:00 NA Book Study
7:00 Cub Scouts
Pack & Den

8

9

7:00 Theology on
Tap (Zoom)
7:00 NA Just4Today

6:30 Trustee Meeting
via Zoom
7:00 NA Book Study
7:00 Cub Scouts
Pack & Den

6:30 pm Gather at the
Table (Zoom)
7:00 Troop 6 (MDH)

10
10:00 Upper Room by
Zoom
6:30 Finance Meeting
via Zoom
7:00 Troop 6 (MDH)

