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Dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ,

REV. RUTH
MARSH

1

In this edition of the
Trinity Times you
should find lots of
useful financial
information, so please
take a moment to nose
around so you don't
miss anything.
The Profit and Loss
Sheet has an
accounting of all the
money that passed
through our checking
account in the year
2014. The Balance
Sheet is an accounting
of money that Trinity
UMC has currently in
various accounts (like
the endowment fund)
that is not available for
day to day use because
it is dedicated to
specific projects. The
2015 Budget Sheet is
just that, the budget
passed by the Church
Administrative Council
as a spending plan for
our money in 2015.
Last but not least, you

will find a Pledge
Sheet that you can fill
out and return to the
church office, or keep at
home as a reminder to
yourself. On January 11
and 18 the Finance
Committee presented all
of this information
following the 9am and
11:30am worship
services. Please allow
me to give a brief recap.
My report looked a little
bit like this picture!

For the past several
years, the income at
Trinity has declined by
about $10,000 per year.
This is not because the
worshiping body is
stingy! Nor is it because
church leadership hasn't
made an effort to live

within our means. Much
of this trend can be
attributed to generous
givers either dying or
moving someplace else.
The goal of the finance
committee is for our
little car to roll gently
onto level ground. So
what have we done to
cut expenses? Over the
past 18 months, the cost
of having a full time
pastor has been reduced
by about $10,000. In
January of 2014
Reverend Brenda took a
salary cut. When
Reverend Ruth came in
July of 2014 her salary
was less than Brenda's
outgoing salary. For
many months now, our
Facilities Manger has
been working only 4
days per week, and the
office is only open from
9am to 3pm four days
per week. Another trend
that has made church
finances tight is the fact
that people are so
generous when someone
makes a plea for a
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“Only life lived
in the service of
others is worth
living.”
Albert Einstein

Perspective cont.
specific project. All of
these projects are
useful, like when the
organ needed fixing
several years ago, but
our biggest challenge is
keeping up with
regular operating
expenses and paying
our Apportionments.
Trinity is full of life
most days of the week
and keep the building
heated and lighted
from the basement and
all the way up to the
3rd floor is expensive.
For instance, on
Monday evenings, the
Praise band practices in
the choir room, one
group of scout groups
is in Mary Dawson,
another in the library,
the bell choir is in the
parlor or the sanctuary,
the nursery is in use,
and there are various
scout activities upstairs

in the classrooms.
However, we wouldn't
be fulfilling our
purpose as the church
if nothing happened
here except on
Sundays!
What about
Apportionments?
Trinity United
Methodist Church's fair
share of the total
OR-ID Annual
Conference budget of
$3,746,156 is
$31,809. This money
pays for the
infrastructure of being
a connectional system
where we don't have to
recreate every wheel
(like health insurance
and pensions, District
Superintendents to
place pastors, oversight
for those pastors,
camping programs,
etc.) and can be in

mission both around
the world and just
down the street through
United Methodist
Commission on
Relief. When we don't
pay our apportionments it's a bit like we
are balancing our local
church budget with the
dollars that our sister
churches give. Here is
the most important
thing to remember
from this newsletter
article —I am so
grateful for the
generosity of this
congregation. Thank
you for your faithful
support of Trinity
United Methodist
Church.
Blessings,
Reverend Ruth

Be The Change
As diapers, like other
toiletries, may not be
purchased with food
stamps, low income
working families face
difficult choices in
meeting their basic
needs. In an effort to
alleviate this problem,
Stevens-Henager

TRINITY

TIMES

College will be
conducting a diaper
drive between February
16th and February 28th
and Trinity United
Methodist Church is
providing a drop off
box in the foyer by the
Sanctuary. The diapers
will be given to FISH

to assist their
clients and if enough
are collected, they will
be shared with other
local agencies
providing this service.
Let’s help lighten the
burden on these
struggling families.

*Continued on next Page...

*Continued on next Page...

Trinity United Methodist Church
Pledge sheet for 2015
With the financial resources that God entrusts to me/us, I/we desire to join with
my/our fellow sisters and brothers in Christ at Trinity IF UMC to be a blessing to
this world that hungers for God’s grace. I/we would like to share these resources
by:
(1) Offering $________ per week/month (circle one). OR
(2) Offering _____% of my/our income, which currently equals about $____ per
week/month (circle one).
Name(s):____________________________________________
(If, at any time, you wish to increase, decrease, or cancel your estimate of financial support,
please
notify our church’s Financial Secretary or church office at 522-7921.)
TRINITY

TIMES

The Prayer
Shawl Group
will be meeting
again on
Wednesdays
at 10 AM in the
Library!
Please feel free
to come and
join us!
We’ll
See you there!
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UMW
CHRISTMAS DONATIONS
GIVEN LOCALLY
At the close of 2014, the
United Methodist Women
distributed funds locally to
organizations which assist
women, children and youth.
The groups which received
$100 each were F.I.S.H.,
Women Against Domestic
Violence, the Idaho Falls Soup
Kitchen, The Haven's GED
program and Hospice of Eastern
Idaho. The offering of $225.00
taken at the December unit
meeting was donated to CASA,
a program in which people are
appointed by the court to
advocate for youth. These
donations were possible
because of the success of
the"Unrummage" sale and the
Holiday Treat sale and after the
pledge to missions was paid,
these funds were available to
share right here in Idaho Falls.
"UNDER COVER" A
SUCCESS
Donations of socks and
underwear were taken to the
Women Against Domestic
Violence, Bush School and City
of Refuge. Because of the
generosity of members of
Trinity United Methodist
Church, people will receive new

clothing. President Joy
Christian and Mary Nagel made
the deliveries to the recipients,
who were pleased to receive
new items.
TRAFFICKING
You have seen it on the
television that human
trafficking is a major problem
and that it can happen to any
family. Be aware that this is
truly a frightening experience
for the victims. Pray for those
who are caught in this trap,
especially when there are major
events with many people
attending. A fact sheet was
presented in the January18th
church services. Cordy Koelsch,
chairman of Social Action, has
brought this frightening fact to
the attention of all.
BAKE SALE
Sunday, March 8 after each
church service, the United
Methodist Women will be
holding a bake sale. Items for
sale will include cookies, cakes,
pies, soups, casseroles and
surprises!!
Come prepared to make a
purchase and to help the UMW
meet their pledge to missions.
Joanne McCray and Bev Kemp
are the chairmen of this annual

March event.
CARD PARTY
Saturday, March 21 at 1:00
p.m., the United Methodist
Women will be holding a card
party/game time in Mary
Dawson Hall. Everyone is
invited to come, bring guests
and have a great afternoon.
There will be refreshments and
prizes. Reservations are
encouraged and the cost is
$10.00 per person and will go
on sale March 1st. Kathy
Harder and her sister are
chairing the event. Please call
208-552-3261 if you have
questions or would like to help
or make a donation.
MISSIONS
The Missions committee
continues to meet regularly to
learn more about the mission
activities of members of the
church and community.
Information is regularly
received about F.I.S.H., the
Soup Kitchen, NIRDA,
UMCOR, as well as local
donations of sweaters, prayer
shawls and donations of quilts
tied for children in the Foster
Child program.
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Scouting
We have a wonderful
scout program chartered
at Trinity. The Cub Scouts
sent January out with flair
with the Pinewood Derby.
Cubs and their siblings
raced Derby cars for the
fun and competition.
The Venture Crew had a
very successful pancake
breakfast on January 25th

and we look
forward to a
repeat of that
down home
cooking.
February is
Scout Month. February
8th marks the 105th year
of Scouting in the United
States. With regards to
that, the Boy Scouts will

be hosting a Dutch oven
cook out on Sunday,
February 8th. Cub Scouts
will be helping with a
service or two during the
month and we will see
what the Venture Crew has
for us. Thank you all for
your continued support of
a wonderful program.

In the Community
Soup Kitchen
2014 totals for meals served
were 48,042 guests and
62,516 meals for a daily
average of 132. Thirty-one
teams work to prepare and
serve the meals. The Soup
Kitchen is open for lunch
every day of the year except
Thanksgiving, when the
Community Thanksgiving
Dinner is served. A grant
from the INL provided funds
to purchase small items for
gift bags that were given out
on Christmas Day.
Homeless Stand Down
will be held on January 31 at
the Veterans' Memorial Hall
on Constitution Avenue in
Idaho Falls; food, clothing
and a variety of services will

be available to homeless,
veterans, and precariouslyhoused people in the
community.
The Mental Health Crisis
Center
(a new facility established and
funded by the 1914 Idaho
Legislature) has opened at the
corner of Anderson and
Holmes (the old Marie
Callender's/Home Design
building). The facility is open
24 hours a day.
Committee Reports:
FISH served 35 families
during December. They are in
need of a volunteer and/or
board member with computer
and graphic skills. Liz

“We must
depend upon
the Boy
Scout
Movement
to produce
the MEN of
the future.”
Daniel
Carter
Beard

Herrmann, FISH School
Supply chair, was recognized
for her long-time service by
the Bonneville Interagency
Council with the Ben Plastino
Community Service Award.
Idaho Falls Community Food
Bank distributed 916 food
boxes during December;
2014 totals were 11,666 boxes
and 47,632 individuals (up
2000 in each category over
2013).
Island Park Ministry held a
Christmas Eve service with
165 attending. The church
facility is available to RCCM
member churches for retreats.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2

3

4

5

6

930 UMW Executive
Board Meeting

930 Community Partners

100 Prayer Group

900 Breakfast @ O’Bradys
1000 Prayer Shawl Group
1100 Upper Room
130 NAMI

600 P& R Practice
700 NA Meeting
700 Bells Practice

9

630 Cub Scouts
630 PEO
730 Trustees
Meeting

530 Finance Committee
730 Boy Scouts
730 Marnie Circle

10

11
900 Breakfast @ O’Bradys
1000 Prayer Shawl
1100 Upper Room
130 NAMI

1000 FISH
100 RCCM

13

100 UWM Unit Meeting

19

20

630 Cub Scouts
Pancake Dinner and
Races (MDH)
730 Boy Scouts
730 Marnie Circle
730 Administrative
Council Meeting

700 Girl Scouts
700 Choir

700 NA Meeting

24

26

27

16

17

730 Boy Scouts
730 Marnie Circle

President’s Day
*Office Closed*
100 Prayer Group

600 P & R Practice
700 NA Meeting
700 Bells

12

700 NA Meeting

630 Cub Scouts

23

700 NA Meeting

600 Endowment Meeting
700 Girl Scouts
700 Choir

600 P& R Practice
700 NA Meeting
700 Bells Practice

600 P & R Practice
700 NA Meeting
700 Bells

630 Missions Meeting
700 Girl Scouts
700 Choir

630 Cub Scouts
630 Lenten Class
(Parlor)

18
900 Breakfast @ O’Bradys
1000 Prayer Shawl
1100 Upper Room
130 NAMI

25
900 Breakfast @ O’Bradys
1000 Prayer Shawl
1100 Upper Room
130 NAMI

100 Ethel Clark

730 Boy Scouts
730 Marnie Circle
730 Susannah Circle

700 Girl Scouts
700 Choir

RCCM Lent
At St. Paul’s UMC
1130 Lunch
1200 Worship
1230 Lunch
700 NA Meeting
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Saturday

Sunday

7

8
Boy Scout Sunday
Dutch Oven Cook Out
900 Praise & Rejoice
1015 Sunday School
1130 Traditional Worship

700 AA Meeting
400 Youth Group

14

15
900 Praise & Rejoice
1015 Sunday School
1130 Traditional Worship

Youth Spaghetti Dinner
400 Youth Group
700 AA Valentines Dance

21

22

400 JACL Event (MDH)

900 Praise & Rejoice
1015 Sunday School
1130 Traditional Worship
400 Youth Group
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Shrove Tuesday
The pancakes are coming, the pancakes are
coming! You won’t want to miss Shrove Tuesday
Pancakes feed on February 17th at 6:30pm in Mary
Dawson Hall. Gene Summers has been learning how
to make special racing pancakes and Don Taylor will
make his mom’s famous traditional Shrove Tuesday
Pancakes.
Bring your favorite pancake toppings to share; the
ham and scrambled eggs will be ready to eat. After
dinner we’ll gather for the 1st annual Trinity UMC
Pancake Races. Guaranteed fun for all ages and skill
levels.

Looking Ahead
to Lent
Ash Wednesday is February 18, 2015. There will be
an Ash Wednesday worship from 12:15 pm until
12:45 pm. If you are unable to attend the worship
Pastor Ruth will be available for the imposition of
Ashes upon request throughout the day.
The Regional Council Lenten series will begin on
Friday, March 14. Lunch will be served from
11:30—noon, worship from noon—12:30, and
lunch again from 12:30—1:00.

700 AA

February Birthdays
28

700 AA

Tyler Norris
Gary Rose
Trudy Esparza
Arianna McClure
Tony Rutz
Steve Holady
Espy Rodriguez
Sheryl Schaffer
Roberta Biorn
Diane Croson
Shelbee Harmon

2/2
2/2
2/3
2/4
2/7
2/8
2/8
2/8
2/9
2/11
2/12

David Norris
Lynn Bingham
Savanah Jensen
Ruth Byron
Leroy Meyer
Nancy O’Brien
Jonathan Oliver
Hayden Bottcher
Tim French
Joshua Borland
Daniel Oliver

2/13
2/14
2/14
2/16
2/17
2/21
2/21
2/23
2/23
2/25
2/25
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Return Service Requested
Email: newsletter@tumcif.org
Publication Deadline
Articles for the Newsletter
are due NO LATER THAN
the 15th of each month.
Expect the next Outreach to arrive
around March 2015

We’re on the web!
www.tumcif.org
www.facebook.com/
TUMCIF

Journey Into Discipleship
1. God desires a relationship with us,
and is calling us toward that end,
even if we don’t recognize God’s call.
2. Jesus is God among us and worthy of our discipleship.
3. Being an active disciple is enhanced by being a continual learner.
4. We must experience (practice) giving and receiving love as modeled by Jesus.
5. A disciple has an active prayer life.
This year’s Lenten class is named “Journey Into Discipleship” and will use these five principles
to help us dive deeply into what it means to be a disciple of Jesus the Christ. Please join Reverend
Ruth Tuesdays at 6:30pm beginning February 24 in the parlor to share the journey into discipleship.

