Trinity United Methodist Church
237 N Water Ave.
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
Phone 208-522-7921
TrinityUMCIdahoFalls@gmail.co

December 2019

Return Service Requested

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”

Sunday Schedule Beginning on Rally Day!:
9:00 am Sunday School for all Ages
10:15 am Worship for Everyone & Kids Church
11:30 am Soup, Brunch, or Potluck

Looking Ahead:
February 14th—Valentine's Day
February 25th—Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner and Races
February 25th—Cooking for Wesley House, Pocatello
February 26th—Ash Wednesday
March 18th—20th—Northwestern Leadership Institute (NLI) in Boise
April 12st—Easter

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—IDAHO FALLS

Pastor’s Perspective
God will send rain at the right seasons, so you
will have more than enough food, wine, and olive oil, and there will be plenty of grass for your
cattle.
(Deuteronomy 11:14-15 CEV)
Dear Siblings in Christ,
What a year 2019 has been! Here is a short
list of some of Trinity’s accomplishments:
•

Finished Trinity Renovation and Restoration - nearly $650,000

•

Confirmed 8 youth into membership

•

Gave out $31,000 in college scholarships

•

Sent 8 kids to church camp

•

Fed people meals on Sundays (over
1,700 for the year)

•

Provided a home for 7 recovery groups

•

Hosted the Museum Club and Adventure Club while they did renovations

•

Vacation Bible School for 20 children

•

Voted Tia into the candidacy for
Ordained Ministry

•

Progressive Dinner — raised $2,600,
378 tickets sold

•

Provided space and support for Girl
Scout units 112, 713, 425 and BSA Troop
6 and Pack 6

•

Provided practice and performance
space for the Snake River Radio Players
Well done faithful followers of Christ!

The first half of this month’s article has

been about recognizing God’s faithfulness
and love to let even us be partners in doing
great things, and making the world a better
place by helping all people to see that the
Kingdom of God is drawing near to them
because they are God’s beloved.
This has been true for a very long time since the beginning of time in fact, so that
truth leads me to the second half of this
month’s Pastor’s Perspective.
The Living God is always inviting us to participate in the work of loving the whole of
creation - people, animals, oceans, air, soil,
all of it! We at Trinity need to be dreaming
and planning our next great things!
I have a couple of tools that might be helpful. Tool number one—scripture:
They went into the house, and when they saw
the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down
and worshiped him. They brought out their gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented
them to him.
Then they returned to their country by another
road, since God had warned them in a dream not
to go back to Herod.
(Matthew 2:11-12 Good News Translation)
To plan the next big thing requires time,
money, a willingness to dream big dreams,
and perhaps to risk taking a road not traveled before. Over the course of the next few
months, your 2020 church leadership (you
can find that list in this newsletter on

page 10) will be engaging in a process of planning for the next 1, 5 and 10 years.
Tool number two—In order to keep us on
track, we will consider the following guideline
that God laid on my heart last September at
Lectionary Boot Camp.
“Trinity: a place to Sabbath,
Serve Others, and Welcome Everyone.”
It may be helpful if I unpack the word sabbath
for you. Sabbath is a rather “churchy” word
that means two things that might appear to be
opposites at first glance. It means to take time
to worship God. That meaning is very active.
It involves praising God through worship,
learning about scripture, and accepting God’s
grace in our lives. However, it also means to
restrain from work, to rest and rejuvenate.
That meaning is very passive. When you put
those two meanings together, they offer a plan

for the inner peace that comes from being in
supportive relationship with God, neighbor,
and creation. Sabbath is the only word that is
able to combine the active and restful in this
way.

United Methodist Women - Mary Nagel
The end of the year is here and our unit has done The Christmas party offering was designated for
well.
Promise Ridge.
Gifts to our local missions are as follows:

If you have ideas about how to help Trinity be
the respite from this crazy world while providing meaningful opportunities to make the
world a better place, and are prepared to be
part of the solution, let us know.
Dream big, my siblings in Christ! The best is
yet to come, but
Trinity needs you to
make it happen!

•

$200 to FISH,

•

$200 to CASA,

•

$100 to the Community Food Basket,

•

$100 to the Soup Kitchen,

•

$100 to The Haven GED Program and

•

$100 to Hospice of Eastern Idaho.

In addition to this $800 in local giving, we met
our pledge to Mission of $2,000 for national and
international mission work.

Blessings,
Reverend Ruth

Regional Council for Christion Ministry - Bev Kemp

Community Food Basket/Soup Kitchen and
Urban Farm - For the third year in a row, more
families will be served at the Food Basket than
the previous year, with 1,208 families served in
November. Nearly two-thirds of those served
use the Food Basket only once or twice during
the year. Many of the remaining one-third are
elderly and on fixed incomes.
Twelve hundred holiday meal kits have been
prepared for the Christmas season.
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Looking ahead to January, 2020, there will be NO
unit meeting.
The new Sunshine Circle will meet January 23rd,
at 1:00 pm in the Parlor. This will be a great
event with the joining of the Ethel Clark and Susannah Circles.
Merry Christmas to all and
a happy 2020!!!

The Grocery Cart Wish List for January!
During January the grocery cart parked near
the sanctuary doors could especially use the
following items:

FISH - school supplies were provided for 713
students in Districts 91 and 93 this school year.
Work continues to provide hygiene kits, infant
supplies, coordination of emergency housing,
and other activities that meet the needs of our
community.

Our unit should be proud of our work for women and children.

The Soup Kitchen is on pace to serve 55,000
meals this year. Serving teams for the Soup
Kitchen are in place for 2020.
The Race to Feed the Hungry on Thanksgiving
morning generated about $4,000. The remainder of an unexpected $160,000 bequest is expected to be sent to the Food Basket/Soup
Kitchen in the new year.
Two major fund-raisers are planned for 2020,
the Hunger Games in the summer and a gala
event on March 14.
Work continues on the Urban Farm with soil
preparation, fund raising, and coordination of
teams of volunteers.

•

canned fruit (peaches, pears, applesauce,
fruit cocktail),

•

canned vegetables (corn, peas, tomatoes)
and

•

canned soups or packaged soup mixes.

Of course, other canned or packaged goods are
welcome as well. Please, no glass containers,

- Linda Milam

items from bulk food bins, or homemade
goods.
All items will be delivered to Regional Council
for Christian Ministry
for our missions: The
Community Food Basket and the Soup Kitchen, and FISH.
Thank you for sharing
your good fortune.

January Birthdays & Anniversaries
Mike Bean
Eryx Goodrich
Nina Knapp
Roslyn Griffith
Sharon Kennedy
Gary & Jo Ann Rose
Kathy Harder
Angel Cole
Dean Mandiloff

1/1
1/1
1/3
1/4
1/6
1/11
1/12
1/14
1/14

Jane Simmons
Jeannine Beckman
Kevin Carney
Donna Bailey
Keenan Bryan
Mary Nagel
Mike & Deborah Bean
Ruth Marsh
Ellie Ford

1/16
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/20
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/26

Betty French
Theo French

1/29
1/29

For additions to
or corrections on
birthdays please
contact Pam in
the church office
208-522-7921.
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Trustees Corner - Don Rohde

Cub Scout Pack 6 - Sam Bays
On Thanksgiving evening, I fell down my Uncle’s front steps. I fractured a bone in my foot
and bruised my ribs. I’m currently wearing an
orthopedic shoe and sporting crutches. Maybe
it’s the attention that the shoe and crutches
bring, or maybe people are more receptive given the cultural cues for kindness during this
time of year. What’s interesting is that for a
couple of weeks my ribs hurt more than my
foot, but that pain was unseen and went unnoticed.
I am grateful for the kindness, however, I also
wish there was a way for physical and emotional pain to be outwardly perceivable; a big
sign that says “I need your help.” Unfortunately, humans have no such emergency beacon. In fact, my foot is so embarrassing to me
that I wish I could hide that too, but I can’t.
Thus, I am praying for myself and fellow man
to get a new autonomic system that can respond with healing power to invisible pain. I
think this is possible by praying for others,

praying for myself, and practicing my religious
training.
Tonight, the scouts were taught how to use
yoyos by a nice man from Webee toys. He explained that learning to do all those amazing
tricks takes lots of practice and patience, just
like any other sport. Why would practicing
our faith be any different?
This month, Pack 6 has been steadily working
on advancement activities. From learning
about disabilities to cyber bullying, science to
movie making, the Cubs
are learning life skills
that make them more
compassionate, interesting, and fun loving,
basic exercise for autonomic kindness.
Sam Bays 208-520-8883.

Great Job of Hospitality Trinity!
During the month of December
Trinity opened our doors to
approximately 2,000 guests at
some kind of worship or music
opportunity. This included regular Sunday Worship, Hand Bell
concerts, ‘Twas performances by
the Snake River Radio Players,
Thunder Ridge Highschool
Choir concert, Flute Choir
Concert, Idaho Falls Youth Arts
Concert, and Christmas Eve
worships.
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The showers that were added during
restoration and renovation have proved
to be a great blessing to the community.
Everyday that the church is open folks
stop by for showers. This is important
for many reasons: during the winter it
is a way to get warm after a night on the
streets; it restores human dignity and
allows people to be clean and ready to
go to work; and it allows us to connect
to people in need to offer food, clothing,
sleeping bags and other helpful resources.

Don will take over as the Chair of the Trustees
in 2020. Many thanks to Nancy who did a
wonderful job in her term leading the Trustees
and heading up the Restoration Project.

•The

•The

•All

Idaho Heritage Trust awarded us a
matching grant of $5,000 towards the work on
the Blue & White Stained Glass window, the
upper floor window frame painting, and the
poly-carbonate covers on the south side of the
sanctuary ($10,000 worth of work). We will still
have to raise $5,000 for our half of the match.
•The

competitive bid for insurance came in
about $800 less than our current insurance.
There will be lots of evaluation before we can
really know the differences. We have 2 more
years on the current insurance contract.

Museum of Idaho is now paying for the
plowing of the north parking lot. We both use
the same plow contractor so there should be no
disruption.
pledges on the Restoration Project are now
current and we will only have $5,000 left to pay
on the Sage District Extension Society loan in
2020. The final $5,000 is covered by 2020
pledges already on the books.
•In

2020 we will be joined by Eric Lybeck and
JoAnn Rose as new members of the Trustees.
Nancy Stewart is leaving us to become Youth
Coordinator for trinity
•The

next Trustee Meeting will be January 7th
at 7 pm.

Around the Church
We Do Meals!!

• January 5th & 12th are Soup Sundays:
January's Soup Sundays are the 5th and the
12th. Please sign up to bring a crock pot of
soup or stew to
feed the crowd;
sign the list at the
back of the sanctuary, or call the office at 208-522-7921.
• January 19th is
Scout Brunch: On
January 19th the
Scouts will cook (and clean up) brunch for
us. Donations to this worthy cause help to
support scout activities. (See the monthly
newsletter to find out what they have been
working on.)

knows what deliciousness awaits in the
kitchen on these special Sundays!
Gather at the Table
On January 15th at 6:30pm we will have a delicious dinner and short devotional. Come
and get together with your church community.
Membership Note:
Dan Gruenwald, a friend of the congregation
who attended worship with Staci Hartness,
passed away at the Eastern Idaho Regional
Medical Center on November 24th. His
friendly nature will remembered with a
smile.
Ken Slusser died on the 4th of December. He
and his parents became members of Trinity
in 1941.

• January 26th—4th Sunday Pot Luck Lunch:
Everyone shares bringing and eating at the
pot luck on the 26th of January. One never
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

2

3 Church Office Closed

6

9:00 Sunday School
10:15 Worship/Kids Church
11:30 Soup on Sunday
12:00 Reconciling Group
4:00 Youth Group
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous

12

9

8
9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s

4

6:00 Pinewood Derby Workshop
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

10 Church Office Closed

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

11

9:30 UMW Executive
Committee Meeting

11:00 Upper Room meeting

7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

13

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 F.I.S.H.
10:15 Worship/Kids Church 6:00 Beginning Bronze
11:30 Soup on Sunday
6:30 Girl Scout Leaders Gp
1:30 Emmaus Gathering
7:00 Wesley Handbells
5:00 Youth Group
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous

19

7

Sat

9:00 Community Partners

6:30 Chancel Choir
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

5

Fri

20 MLK Day

9:00 Sunday School
Office Closed
10:15 Worship/Kids Church 11:00 Soup Kitchen Mission
11:30 Scout Brunch
6:00 Beginning Bronze
7:00 Wesley Handbells
4:00 Youth Group
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous

6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
7:00 Trustees Meeting
7:00 Cub Scout Den Meeting
7:00 PEO (BG)
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

14
6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
7:00 Pack 6 Den Meeting
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

21

6:30 Finance Committee
7:00 Pack Committee Mtg.
7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6

16

15
Newsletter Articles Due
9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s
11:00 Upper Room meeting
6:30 Gather at the Table
7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6

22

7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

17 Church Office Closed

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

18
9:00 Pinewood Derby

6:30 GS Troops 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

23

9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s
11:00 Upper Room meeting
6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
7:00 Pack 6 Den Meeting
7:00 Church Ad Council
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

6:30 GS Troops 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

6:00 Pinewood Derby Setup
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

24

1:00 Sunshine Circle
6:30 Girl Scout Troop 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

25
Church Office Closed

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Ruth out of office

26
9:00 Sunday School
10:15 Worship/Kids Church
11:30 Potluck Sunday
4:00 Youth Group
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous
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27
6:00 Beginning Bronze
7:00 Wesley Handbells
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous
7:30 Troop 6 Committee Mtg

28
3:30 Wesley House Meal
6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
6:30 Pack 6 Pack Meeting
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

30

29
9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s
11:00 Upper Room meeting

7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6
Ruth out of office

31

Feb 1st
Church Office Closed

6:30 Girl Scout Troop 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

January

1 New Years Day

Thu

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous
7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Please have your articles for the February
newsletter submitted
to: donrohde@aol.com
no later than Wednesday, January 15th, so
we can get the February
newsletter out in a
timely manner. Thank
you! Don Rohde-Editor
donrohde@aol.com
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Girl Scout Troop 713 News - Nancy Stewart
December included a Scavenger
Hunt in Idaho Falls with the Girl
Scout Service Unit and a Holiday
Party for the troop. They also
learned about a member's Silver
Project by volunteering at the Idaho
Falls Humanitarian Center.

The girls are planning in detail the events for the
January Cookie Rally for all of the Girl Scouts in
the Idaho Falls area. This is an important annual
event to help the girls set goals and learn safe
ways to sell cookies.
Troop 713 is open for girls in grades 6 -12 to join.

F.I.S.H. Annual Report—Bev Kemp
As FISH comes to the end of another year of
service, we would like to thank all the folks at
Trinity who have been so instrumental in the
work we do. You have supported us with
your donations, both monetary and in kind.
You gave your time shopping for, packing, and
delivering school supplies. You delivered
weekend food backpacks to schools. You collected the items we put in our hygiene kits and
you assembled them. Without you, we could

not have provided the services we did.
We provided backpacks filled with school supplies to over 700 students. We assisted almost
200 individuals and families with everything
from birth certificates and glasses to thousands
of dollars in needed items in partnership with
Deseret Industries.
We so appreciate your support and the trust
you place in us.

2020 Pledge Form!
This form is to help you remember the amount that you and God have agreed upon as your financial support towards ministry at Trinity in 2020. You can return this form to the church office to be
recorded with our financial secretary who can help you keep track of your progress, or you can keep
the pledge card at home to remind you of your commitment to participating in ministry at Trinity.

Please note that this budget shows a deficit.
The Finance Committee chose to present the
reality of Trinity’s finances, using giving trends
from the last three years, rather than plugging
the deficit with an unrealistic income number
to make the books balance.
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Scouting Troop 6 News - Robin Stewart

Trinity’s Church Leaders for 2020
CHURCH COUNCIL
Chair
Lay Leader
SPR chair
Finance chair
Trustees chair
Treasurer
Member to AC
UMM president
UMW president
Youth Rep.
Pastor
Recording Secretary
Church Extension
Education Coordinator
Membership Secretary
Memorial Secretary
Church Historian
Youth Coordinator
Alt. Member to AC
Camp, Retreat Ministries
Endowment Chair
Mission Taskforce Chair

Robin Stewart
Ryan Atwood
Kelly Carney
Scott Taylor
Don Rohde
Todd Smitherman
Ryan Atwood
Marilyn Taylor
Ruth Marsh
Nancy Smith
Don Rohde
Pam Traughber
Linda Milam
Tommy Lew
Nancy Stewart
Don Rohde
Betty Anderson
Kathy Borland

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMM. (SPR)
Chair
2020
2021
2022

Kelly Carney
Tia Leonard-Durrant
Mario Estrada
Tommy Lew
Kathy Perez
Kelly Carney
Gene Summers

also:
Lay Leader
Ryan Atwood
Alt Member to AC Don Rohde

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair
2020

Don Rohde
Vince Esparza
David Armstrong
Richard Dickson
Jo Ann Rose
Eric Lybeck

2021
2022
also:
Treasurer
Memorial Secretary

Todd Smitherman
Linda Milam

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Chair
2020
2021
2022
also:
Member to AC
Ad Council Chair
Financial Sec.
Trustee Chair
SPR Chair
Endowment Chair.
Lay Leader

Scott Taylor
Nancy Smith
Diane Croson
Ryan Atwood
Robin Stewart
Pam Traughber
Don Rohde
Kelly Carney
Kathy Borland
Ryan Atwood

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE
Co-Chairs
Pastor
Co-Chairs
Lay Leader
Chair of Council
Chair of SPR
Chair of Trustees
Chair of Finance
Alt member to AC

Ruth Marsh
Ryan Atwood
Robin Stewart
Kelly Carney
Don Rohde
Scott Taylor
Don Rohde

Congratulations to our newest Eagle Austin Cambell. Austin completed the
placement of the Restoration Pavers in
front of the church, removed a tree,
and designed a pattern of the pavers
based on extensive feedback from the
church. Austin is planning his Court of Honor
in the spring. Stay tuned.

how to shape steel, weld and grind. All good
stuff. A final day in December should finish
the trailer and make it ready for use.

The Scouts’ November camping trip was to
Green Canyon, the most popular campout
based on the entire history of the troop. We
met with two other traditional troops and had
a great time swimming, cooking, and hanging
out with the other scouts and leaders.

We continue preparing for the annual Winteree which demands scouting skills and leadership if you're planning on taking home the
coveted White Bear Trophy. We'll be showing
off first aid skills, fire building, knots, orienteering, lashings and a 45 minute build of a
Klondike sled from 2x2 lumber and rope followed by a race hauling an unknown load,
usually a scouter from a nearby troop. We're
look forward to it during the last weekend in
January.

Troop 6 sponsored a table at the Grand Teton
Council Holiday Auction where Robin won the
newest member of the troop, named Steven, by
the scouts. Steven has been on two service projects, a few meetings and sports a troop 6 hat, tshirt and uniform (although the uniform might
be too small). Troop 6 (Walker and Austin)
performed the flag ceremony, and assisted
with the auction. Everyone had a great time.
The first Saturday in December is traditionally
a Capote building day. This year three scouts
came down and either finished a capote, or
mostly finished (some accessories might be
added later). Thanks the the Meeks (Jeremy,
Lisa and Walker) for helping with the sewing.
It would have been a long day without their
help.
Since the scouts have purchased a new, smaller
trailer, they have been designing and building
a new foldable Klondike sled for use at the
Winteree. With lots of help they have learned

We're really excited about going to Granite Hot
Springs, a trip we've planned for 3 years now,
only to be foiled by lack of snow. We'll be skiing in 10 miles to the hot springs, soak our
bones in the hot water - perhaps rolling in the
snow before plunging back into the spring, and
then winter camping nearby. We'll then return
Sunday morning.
Our monthly brunch has continued to provide support for several scouts who simply
could not afford scouting without it. Thanks
so much for the love and support you, the
congregation, have shown all the Trinity
scouting family.
Robin - Charter Organization Rep / Scouting
Coordinator.

Trinity Youth Group - Nancy Stewart
Youth Group is available for youth in grades 6 12 from 4 to 5:30 each Sunday. We are having
fun and building connections with our youth.
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Our SPL Jake has been preparing some great
meetings, including one of Robin's favorites,
knots; bowline, clove hitch, sheet bend, taut
line and square knots were perfected or at least
practiced.

We are offering food, service and growth
through Christ with our group. Come and join us
for 2020!
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