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Looking Ahead: 

July 4th – Chukars Baseball Game and Barbeque  
July 15th – Little Church In the Pines at Island Park  
July 30th – Aug 2nd —Vacation Bible School  
August 18th – Community Picnic in Kate Curley Park 
September 9th – Rally Day—Start of Sunday School and fall schedule 
September 15th – Idaho Falls Pride Parade  
September 15th – Walk to End Alzheimer's—Memory Methodists Team  
September 21st  – Progressive Dinner - “Hors d'Oeuvre Appetizer Night at Trinity”  

Sunday Schedule: 

 9:30 am Potluck Breakfast each Sunday  

10:15 am Worship for Everyone & Kids Church 

Look inside  
for more de-
tails about 

these events. 
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“Open Hearts,  Open Minds,  Open Doors”  

July 2018 

Pastor’s Perspective 

A legal expert stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 
said, “What must I do to gain eternal life?”  Jesus 
replied, “What is written in the Law? How do you 
interpret it?”  He responded, “You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
being, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus 
said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do this 
and you will live.”  But the legal expert wanted to 
prove that he was right, so he said to Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?”  Jesus replied, “A man went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He encountered 
thieves, who stripped him naked, beat him up, and 
left him near death…” 
Luke 10:25-30 Common English Bible (CEB) 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Best Annual Conference ever!  But don't take 
my word for it; I've only been to about 20 of 
these.  Take it from my friend Steve Ross who 
has been to 40, or Ralph Lawrence who has 
been to more than 60 Annual Conference 
gatherings.  This was truly Holy Conferencing 
(the term John Wesley used to describe the ac-
tivities of Annual Conference).  With thanks to  
Kristen Caldwell who wrote a daily summary 
of Annual Conference, please find in the next 
few pages just a smattering of what Rev. Ruth, 
David Armstrong, Nanci Cutler, Tia Durrant, 
Don Rohde, Mario Estrada and Theo French 
experienced in Boise this year.

 

Bishop’s address: 
In the midst of turmoil, run toward love  

“Even in the midst of uncertainty about the 
future of the United Methodist Church, even 
as we sometimes feel like things are crumbling 
and we can’t all agree on recognizing our dif-
ferences, there is still opportunity to live and 
love boldly,” Bishop Elaine Stanovsky pro-
claimed during her Episcopal address to open 
the 50th session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual 
Conference.   

She reminded laity and clergy sitting inside 
Boise First United Methodist Church 
(Cathedral of the Rockies) on Wednesday 
night, of the scripture introduced last year 
from Luke 10: 25-37.  This story of a lawyer 
testing Jesus on how to live eternally, and Je-
sus’ response, introduces the parable of the 
Good Samaritan.  This is a call to live boldly!   

“Who is my neighbor?” the lawyer asks Jesus 
in scripture.   

Stanovsky said in her address that the way 

you treat a person makes them a stranger or a 
neighbor.   



“That is a lot of authority,” Stanovsky said.   

“There is a lot to lament in the church and in this 
world right now,” she said, “from tightened 
budgets and closed churches, to immigrant fami-
lies being torn apart and school shootings a regu-
lar occurrence. The United Methodist Church is 
at the precipice of change with a special General 
Conference being held in St. Louis in February to 
declare the church’s position and way forward 
on human sexuality.”  

But Stanovsky said the church cannot stop reach-
ing out, acting in love, and being neighbors to 
others while these hefty decisions are made. 

“The conflict is beyond our control. But how we 
will be engaged with people who hunger and 
thirst for a kind word, a generous hand, an au-
thentic conversation is totally within our con-
trol,” Stanovsky said. “We don’t have to sit pas-
sively by and wait for General Conference to 
make a decision.”  

She looked into the crowd of people whom she 
surmised are interested in authentic innovation 
and vitality, people interested in loving and liv-
ing.  

“We don’t have to be passive. We’ve got the au-
thority to be neighbors,” she said. “Run for it.” 

 

‘Anatomy of Peace’  

 

“Before having a heart at peace, it’s important to 
understand what it means to have a heart at 
war.” So began Rev. Dr. Brian Brown’s three-part 

workshop and discussion on “Anatomy of 
Peace.”  

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky invited Brown to be the 
guest speaker at Oregon-Idaho Annual Confer-
ence because the United Methodist Church is di-
vided over the issue of human sexuality. Ap-
proaching these difficult discussions from a place 
of love and peace is critical to finding unity amid 
divisiveness, and the book “Anatomy of Peace” 
from the Arbinger Institute has been a guiding 
resource on this issue.  

Brown, an ordained elder from the Virginia Con-
ference originally, is trained through the Interna-
tional Coaching Federation and is a trained facili-
tator for the Arbinger Institute in “Anatomy of 
Peace.”   

Brown’s first session Thursday morning focused 
on behavior and mindset. Changing a person’s 
mindset helps to change behavior. The two mind-
sets up for discussion were inward (inside the 
box) and outward (outside the box) mindsets. 
“How do we turn from an inward mindset (a 
heart at war) to an outward mindset (a heart at 
peace)?” Brown asked. 

“God will open up new opportunities when we 
work together,” he said.   

But it wasn’t just Brown speaking while laity and 
clergy listened.  After each of his presentations, 
the 375 people in attendance broke out into small 
group discussions labeled Table Talks 2.0 to ask 
questions of themselves and listen with curiosity 
and grace to each other’s responses.   
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Commissioning Worship  

The emotion of what Jessie Cummins was about 
to embark on hit her a whole 24 hours before she 
was commissioned as a provisional Elder of the 
Oregon-Idaho Conference.   

On Wednesday night, she was sitting in the sanc-
tuary at Cathedral of the Rockies with Bishop 
Elaine Stanovsky rehearsing the words she 
would utter the next night that would set her on 
this journey in ministry. Just an hour before this, 
she had witnessed 17 candles being lit to honor 
the memory of 17 good and faithful servants of 
the Conference.  

“I said to the Bishop, ‘I feel very overwhelmed,’” 
Cummins recalls. “She said, ‘Good. You should,  
because at the end of your life, someone is going 
to light a candle honoring you.’”  

Thursday night in front of family, clergy, lay 
members and faithful friends, Cummins em-
barked on a journey which is bringing her home 
to the place where her call into ordained ministry 
was nurtured and eventually blossomed.  

She started attending church with her family as a 
preteen in Salem First UMC.  

“It saw me through my formative years,” Cum-
mins said.  

Jessie attended Suttle Lake Camp as a youth and 
eventually worked on staff there. Then, as an un-
dergraduate student at the University of Oregon, 
she got involved in supporting youth ministry at 
Eugene First UMC. It was there that the nudge 
turned into the call to head to seminary. She’ll  

 

begin serving as an associate pastor at Eugene 
First UMC on July 1.  

“I thought I could do this – maybe,” she said.  

The Oregon-Idaho Conference Board of Or-
dained Ministry (BoOM) also believe she has the 
capacity after going through a rigorous discern-
ment and interview process to be recommended 
as a candidate.  

She had to meet with her District Committee on 
Ordained Ministry (DCOM),  attend seminary, 
complete mountains of paperwork and come be-
fore the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
for a three-day interview process, according to 
Rev. Clay Andrew, chair of the BoOM.  

“It’s a lengthy and involved process,” he said. 

Andrews also commented, “It’s great to see 
someone who grew up in this conference return 
here to serve.” 

 Rev. Leroy Barber  
calls for service, love and 'disruption'    

In addition to Cummins' commissioning, Rev. 
Leroy Barber, director of congregational develop-
ment and vitality for the Oregon-Idaho Confer-
ence, preached on the story of the Good Samari-
tan in the Gospel.  

Barber, who is a member of the Greater North-
west Episcopal Area Innovation and Vitality 
team, said, ”There is more to the Good Samaritan 
story than simply helping someone out who is in 
need.  

Page 4 



Page 5 

Being a good neighbor means getting outside 
one’s comfort zone. Jesus,” Barber said, “is call-
ing us to disrupt the privilege.” 

“Jesus takes a familiar setting and he flips the sto-
ry. He disrupts the order,” Barber said. “It’s like 
he didn’t read the Book of Discipline.”    

“We shouldn’t just be helping like the Good Sa-
maritan,” Barber said. He agreed with Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. who once said, “We should make 
the road to Jericho a better one for all of God’s 
disciples, by lifting the voices of the marginalized 
and putting a stop to injustices.”  

“The Jericho road must go, my friends.  

Roads that lead to hurt must go.  

Roads that lead to pain must go.  

Roads that support racists and sexists must go. 

Roads that ignore native communities must go.  

Roads that incarcerate black and brown people 
must go.  

Roads that treat the LGBTQ community as less 
than human must go.  

Roads that pay women less than men must go.  

Roads that throw immigrants apart from their 
children must go.  

Roads that gentrify vulnerable neighbors and 
neighborhoods must go.  

This is the word of the Lord,” Barber said.  

“From now on we ordain and commission dis-
rupters.”  

He then looked to Cummins.  

“May you go out and disrupt this world, sister, 
in the name of Jesus.”  

Women give voice to #MeToo movement  

 

A “wailing wall” was set up outside the Annual 
Conference Plenary room.  Where women - and 
men - were given the opportunity to lament their 
own #MeToo stories throughout the Conference 
gathering .   

On Friday, female leaders gave voice to this la-
ment with a special moment of worship, through 
prayer, calling on us to know God’s love and lis-
ten intently to the voices of people who have 
been harmed by sexual abuse, assault and harass-
ment.  

Men and women attending Conference wore 
black on Friday to show their solidarity for this 
movement and the hope to put an end to this 
degradation of women.  

Rev. Erin Martin, Columbia District Superinten-
dent, said the “dam of long-held silence” broke 
in 2017 when millions of women’s voices flooded 
the news and media outlets with their stories of 
abuse and harassment which they had kept silent 
for far too long.  

“We are trying to reclaim Jesus’ message of 
‘shalom’ for all people,” Martin said.  

Members were given statistics, for example, a 
2007 United Methodist study that found 75 per-
cent of women in the church had been victims of 
harassment, and a 2018 study which showed 81 
percent of all women in the U.S. had experienced 
abuse, assault or sexual harassment.  

“Will you preach the good news to them?” Rev. 
Julia Nielsen asked, along with several other fe-
male presenters.  

Martin said 1 in 5 women have been the victims 
of some form of abuse, assault or harassment. 
“Look around, church,” she said. “For every 100 
women in your church 20 of them have been vio-
lated. Will you preach the good news to them?”  
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Ceremony honors returning  
Wallowa Lake land to Nez Perce   

 

During a ceremony on Friday a rock from Wal-
lowa Lake Camp was symbolically passed to 
representatives from the Nez Perce Tribe to hon-
or and represent the vote taken on Thursday to 
return a 1.5 acre parcel, river bottom land de-
tached from the camp, that is ideal Sockeye 
Salmon spawning habitat.  

“This sacred act was encouraged by the work 
done at the 2012 General Conference through the 
Act of Repentance with Native peoples,” said 
Camping and Retreat Ministries Executive Direc-
tor Todd Bartlett. “This is also in line with two 
previous actions of the Oregon-Idaho Annual 
Conference: 1986 and 2007 when we returned 
land to the Klamath tribes.”  

The rock offered to the Nez Perce representatives 
on Friday will be returned to the land when the 
Conference and the Tribe formalize this transfer 
and return of the land at Wallowa Lake on      
August 1.  

“We have one spirit, and I felt it when we came 
here,” said Elizabeth Arthur-Attao, Treasurer of 
the Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee. “Our 
Lord is here and so are our ancestors. They are 
smiling down on us today.”  

Bartlett said that Oregon-Idaho United Method-
ists’ relationship with the Nimi’ipuu (Nez Perce) 
homeland began in 1922 with the first event held 
at Wallowa Lake Camp followed by the pur-
chase of the property in 1923.  

 

As the years have passed the Conference’s rela-
tionship with the Nez Perce has evolved as it 
was fostered by persons who served as pastors 
in the Joseph, Elgin, and Enterprise UMCs, as 
well as staff at the Wallowa Lake Camp. The Nez 
Perce Tribe based in Lapwai, Idaho, has held two 
culture camps each summer for elementary and 
high school aged children since 2000. This annu-
al interaction has gifted both the tribe and our-
selves with learning and understanding. Because 
of this, the relationship has deepened and, in the 
summer of 2016, a meaningful step was taken 
when the Nez Perce flag began being flown 
alongside the US flag at camp. 

Reading of Appointments 

 

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky announced that our 
new Sage District superintendent is Reverend 
Karen Hernandez who recently served Kuna 
UMC.  Reverend Ruth Marsh will 
return to Trinity UMC, Idaho Falls, 
for another year, and Nancy Amos 
will return to St Paul’s UMC also. 

 

And one more thing happened… 
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Regional Council  for Christian Ministry 

Community Food Basket - in May 1,009 fami-
lies received assistance from the Food Basket.    

A $4,000 Community Development Block Grant 
was received from the City of Idaho Falls to-
wards the construction of a loading ramp; addi-
tional funding for the ramp is being sought from 
several granting agencies.  

The Food Basket was the beneficiary of the open-
ing night at the Chuckars ball game, sponsored 
by the Bank of Idaho; a $2,000 gift was received.  
The Food Basket will also benefit from the     
Sept. 5 game sponsored by Albertson's.   

A farmer in Blackfoot is planting an acre with a 
variety of donated seeds that will be harvested 
for the Food Basket and Soup Kitchen; volunteers 
are being sought to help weed and harvest the 
crops.  For information, contact Dave Manson at 
the Food Basket.   

Soup Kitchen - in May 3,600 individuals were 
served at the Soup Kitchen.   

Cargill donated funds for a new commercial 
dishwasher at the Soup Kitchen.  It was noted 
that Rush's Restaurant Supply store sells any 
needed items at cost to the Soup Kitchen. 

FISH - greatest demand continues to be for medi-
cal services, particularly visits to the Community 
Health facility and resulting prescriptions.   

Limited financial assistance is also provided as 
needed, particularly for drivers' licenses and 
birth certificates.   

A Salad and Soap Day is being planned to assem-
ble hygiene kits.   

The annual push to provide school supplies will 
be underway in August. 

Other Community News: 

Promise Ridge is a new temporary family hous-
ing facility located in the old Minnie Hitt house 
on Ridge Street.  The facility is a joint project of 
First Presbyterian Church and St. Vincent de 
Paul.  Three families are currently living there.  
FISH is providing consumables (items not cov-
ered by food stamps, such as hygiene supplies, 
diapers, cleaning supplies); FISH volunteers will 
also stock a fresh fruit bowl (apples, oranges) as 
these are not items stocked by the Community 
Food Basket.  For information, contact Bev Kemp 
or Pastor Hagen at First Presbyterian. 

A Summer Lunch Program is sponsored by 
First Presbyterian Church and New Day Luther-
an Church.  Lunch will be provided for children 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at the picnic 
shelter near the E Street round-about.  The City is 
donating the use of the shelter.  Food is being 
prepared at the First Presbyterian kitchen.  FISH 
has prepared a list of all locations of free and re-
duced cost meals. 

Interfaith Council will have a float in the 4th of 
July parade again this year; items collected will 
be distributed to the Community Food Basket, 
Soup Kitchen, and FISH. 

 

 

 

Reverend Ruth officiated at  the wedding at Scott and 
Lisa, who met an Annual Conference 14 years ago. 

Blessings,   

Rev. Ruth 
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Girl Scouting Troop 60 News  - Nancy Stewart 

GSA Troop 60 had a great time at 
Jubilation with 10 girls and 3 lead-
ers. We got to go in different pro-
gram areas that included:  white 
water rafting, ziplining, kayaking, 

paddle boarding, swimming and STEM. This 
week they are walking around the Green Belt 
and will stop at the Caboose for a shaved ice. 
Our summer plans will be made ASAP.  

Troop 6 is busy preparing for the up-
coming summer camp at Island Park 
Scout camp in the middle of July.   

We welcomed several new Scouts from pack 6 
who have transitioned up into the Boy Scout 
Troop.   

Several of the Troop 6 boys and leaders are going 
to the New Mexico national Scout camp at Ci-
marron New Mexico, otherwise known as 
Philmont.   

Our Trek was saved from 
cancellation although there 
was a wildfire that split the 
camp in half.   

In August the boys will be 
looking forward to a water-
sports outing.  We'll learn 
how to wakeboard water ski 
and paddle.  

Scouting Troop 6 News  - Robin Stewart 

Sunday Potluck Breakfast  

 It is that wonderful fel-
lowship time of year for 
Pot Luck Breakfasts! Join 
us at 9:30am in the Par-
lor. Bring your specialty 
or just pick up some-
thing at the store. 

Brick Campaign 

There are currently 
76 orders for bricks. 
You may continue to request them through Au-
gust.  Application forms are available in the Par-
lor or the office. This is a wonderful way to re-
member family and friends, AND contribute to 
the restoration and renovation of Trinity. 

Around the Church 

Trinity Night at the Idaho Falls 
Chuckars baseball is on July 4th. 
We have reserved the picnic area 
along the 3rd base line. There will 

be a group BBQ catered by the ball park that in-
cludes: admission to the game, grilled hamburg-
ers, hot-dogs (featuring Falls Brand), classic mac-
aroni salad, potato salad, maple and brown sugar 
baked beans, assorted Frito Lay potato chips, 
Pepsi products, bottled water. Tickets cost $22.00 

per person, Kids 12 & under $15.00 per child, Un-
der 3 years of age: FREE. There is room for 200 
people so bring your family and friends. If you 
are interested in attending the Chuckars game 
please call the church office (208) 522-7923) to 
add your name to the list. You can pay for your 
tickets in the office or pay Gene Summers 
(208) 351- 1499) If you are paying by check please 
indicate “Chuckars Tickets” in the memo field.  

Chuckars Baseball Barbeque! 

http://www.stpaulboca.com/images/uploads/girlscouts.jpg
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Sun Mon Tue Wed 

1 
  9:30 Potluck Breakfast 

10:15 Worship &              
Kids Church 

 

  4:30 Softball, Community 
Park SW diamond 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

2 
 

11:00 Soup Kitchen Mission 

 

 

  7:00 Theology On Tap           
at Tap-n-Fill 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

  7:00 Trustee Meeting 108 

4 
  9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s 

 

 

 

 

  4:30 Chukars’ Baseball and 
BBQ at Baseball Field 

8 

  9:30 Potluck Breakfast 

10:15 Worship &              
Kids Church 

  6:30 Softball, Community 
Park NW diamond 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

9 
 

10:00 F.I.S.H. 

  7:00 Girl Scout Leader Group 

  7:00 Theology On Tap           
at Tap-n-Fill 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

10 
 

11 
  9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s 

 

 

 

  7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6 

15  
  9:30 Potluck Breakfast 

10:15 Worship &              
Kids Church 

  News Letter Articles Due 

  6:30 Softball, Community 
Park NE diamond 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

16 
 

 

11:00 Soup Kitchen Mission 

 

  7:00 Theology On Tap           
at Tap-n-Fill 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

17 
 

18 
  9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s 

 

 

11:00 Upper Room 

 

 

  7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6 

22  

  9:30 Potluck Breakfast 

10:15 Worship &              
Kids Church 

  4:30 Softball, Community 

Park SE diamond 

  6:30 Make-up Softball game 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

23 
 

 

 

 

  7:00 Theology On Tap           
at Tap-n-Fill 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

24 
 

 

 

 

NO ADAH Meeting  

25  
  9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s 

 

 

 

 

 

  7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6 

29 

  9:30 Potluck Breakfast 

10:15 Worship &              
Kids Church 

 

  4:30 Softball, Tautphaus Park 
Elk diamond 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

30  
 

 

 

 

  7:00 Theology On Tap           
at Tap-n-Fill 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Cub Pack Meeting 

7:00 Administrative Council  

Aug 1 
 

 

  9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s 

11:00 Upper Room 

 

 

  7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6 

Ruth at Camp 

Vacation Bible School 9:00am to 11:30am 
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Thu Fri Sat 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  8:00 Serenity Seekers 

6 Church Office Closed 

  9:00 Community Partners  

  

 

 

  6:30 Dinner & Movie: 
“Fiddler on the Roof ” 

  7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

7 
 

10:00 Brownie Troop 421 

 

 

 

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

12 
 
 
 
  7:00 Scout Pack Committee 
  7:00 Girl Scouts 
  8:00 Serenity Seekers 

13 Church Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

14 
 

4:00 AA Game Night in MDH 

 

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

19 
  9:00 Steering Committee 
 
 
 
  6:30 Finance Committee 
  7:00 Cub Scout Committee 

Meeting 
  8:00 Serenity Seekers 

20 Church Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

21 

 

10:00 Brownie Troop 421 

 

 

 

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

26   
 

 

10:00 News Letter Crew 
 
 
  7:15 Praise Band 
  8:00 Serenity Seekers 

27 Church Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

Aug 2 
 
 
  9:30 UMW Executive Com-

mittee 
 
 
 
  8:00 Serenity Seekers 

  

J
u

L
Y

 

Please have your arti-
cles for the August 
newsletter  submitted 
to:  

office@tumcif.org no 
later than Friday, July 
15th, so we can get the 
newsletter out in a 
timely manner.  Thank 
you! 

Don Rohde-Editor 
donrohde@aol.com 
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Kids Corner  - Betty Anderson 

Kids Time – Kids’ Church with activities and  
lessons will continue during summer worship 
services.  Please volunteer to assist.   Activity 
Bags are available in the sanctuary, and the 
Nursery is open for children 5 years and under.  

Acolytes, Readers and Sound Room Techs – 
Please volunteer to help with these elements of 
worship. We would like the children and youth 
to assist each Sunday  

Special Theme “We are Christ’s Hands - Contin-
uing through the summer and fall, handprints of 
various sizes and colors will be available for eve-
ryone at the back of the sanctuary. You are invit-
ed to take one, write your name on it, and share 
how you are using your hands, hearts and minds 
to share the words of Jesus as he left this earth 
and asked his disciples to begin his work. You 
may create more than one hand print.  We will 
make banners with the hands that are created.   

Vacation Bible School – July 30-Aug. 2 - The 
theme for the four-day program for children and 
youth will be “We are Christ’s Hands.”   

Volunteer adults and youth, and various sup-
plies, food and talents will be needed as we sing, 
play, explore, create, and  help others during this 
special time.  Everyone can get involved and 
have FUN!!! 

Trinity in Local Mission  - By: Marilyn Taylor  

Interfaith Community Service Project  

Each year on the 4th of July, we participate in the 
Interfaith Community Service Project.  Hunger 
and need are a 365 days of the year affliction and 
we believe that we can be the heart and hands of 
the Lord in the rescue effort for His children. 
Kindness in words creates confidence, but kind-
ness in giving creates love.  We are looking for 
donations of clothing, bedding, paper goods, 
cleaning supplies, school supplies, food items, 
diapers/pullups, bath towels, personal hygiene 
items, sleeping bags, and cash donations.  Please 
note on your check or offering envelope 
“Interfaith Community Service Project.” You 
may take items to the July 4th parade and give 
them to the project float as it goes by, or place 
them in the donation boxes in the church office.  

Refuge— 

— 
Kitchen— 

of Eastern Idaho  

Mothers Day Blanket Totals  

It is exciting that over $600 was given for Moth-
er’s Day blankets!!! Thanks to the generosity of 
many!!! So many people will be very thankful for 
the warmth and shelter afforded by these blan-
kets. 

Father’s Day Tools of Hope  

So far we have received $60 for the World 
Church Services Tools of Hope program. Tools of 
Hope empower people and bring a better tomor-
row.  
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Days for Girls - Bev Kemp 

Trinity’s UMW is continuing our effort to help 
Days for Girls with their mission to provide high 
quality, washable feminine hygiene kits as well 
as sanitation and health training to girls who 
miss school for lack of these materials.  There is a 
basket in the parlor labeled Days for Girls.  In 
July we will be keeping it simple.  Miles of 

thread are used so we will be doing spools of 
dark color 100% cotton thread.  Our participa-
tion, along with others nationwide, makes the 
program pos-
sible.  You are 
truly appreci-
ated.  Thank 
you so much 
for your gen-
erosity.   

Trustees At Work 

The trustees met June 5 and discussed action 
items.   

• We are still waiting on Snake River Iron to 
return our railing next to the organ.  

Items we discussed and could use help with are: 

• Remove carpeting in the narthex stairs (as it 
smells). 

• Painting the southwest Sanctuary ceiling. 

Completed items include: 

The fence at east side of the backyard at the par-
sonage was removed by a volunteer crew who 
also enjoyed a wonderful pic-
nic.  This was in preparation for 
the new white vinyl fence to be 
installed on July 11th.   

Vacation Bible School Gears Up! - Betty Anderson 

Please be thinking about your kids, grand kids, 
and neighborhood kids that might enjoy partici-
pating in Vacation Bible School.  “We Are 
Christ’s Hands” will happen Monday, July 30th 
to Thursday, August 2nd.     

 

We are still looking 
for leaders of all ages 
to assist with groups, 
crafts and activities. 

Trinity to Host at Little Church in the Pines July 15th  

July 15th is Trinity’s Sunday to host the service 
at Little Church in the Pines in Island Park.  We 
will be providing a choir, refreshments and ush-
ers for the service. It takes about 2 hours to trav-
el the 87 miles from Idaho Falls, so be sure to 
leave early to make it to the 10 am service.  

 
Trinity Choir at LCITP on July 16th 2017  



Lora & James King 7/2 

Taelynn Nelson 7/2 

Allen Stewart 7/2 

Roy Cole 7/3 

Don Rohde 7/3 

Kathy Perez 7/4 

Betty Anderson  7/5 

Kari Edwards 7/6 

David Armstrong 7/8 

Roger & Merilee Haga 7/8 

Helen Bowen 7/8 

Jill Summers 7/9 

Marion Weitfle 7/10 

Haydn Bryan 7/13 

Patricia O’Steen 7/13 

Marilee Haga 7/15 

Pam Hawker 7/15 

Terri Empey 7/16 

Ed & Virginia Brown 7/17 

Susan Nelson 7/18 

Heidi & Chance Empey 7/19 

Mary Beth Eikelberger 7/20 

Jade McMurtrey 7/21 

Chance Empey 7/27 

Blair Nelson 7/28 

Bailey Summers 7/30 

 

For additions or corrections in 
birthdays please contact Pam in 
the church office. 
208-522-7921 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Let’s Go Camping!!!  Families and kids! - Betty Anderson  
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It is time to plan for great camping opportunities.  
Here are some of the camps available here in Idaho.  There are camps in Oregon also. 

Sawtooth Camp—Fairfield, Id  

• Jr. Hi  (Grades 6-8) July 8-14 
• Elementary ( Grades 3-6) July 8-14 

Pastor Ruth will be Dean of the above Elementary camp and her  husband David  Arm-
strong (chair of Oregon Idaho camp and retreat ministries) will assist as a counselor.   
We invite Trinity Kids to join them. 

• Sr. Hi (Grades 9-12) July 15-21 
• Magic Valley  - Sunday Worship - all invited   Aug. 5 
• Family Camp June  15-17, All ages and family configurations. 

 

Luther Heights— Alturas Lake (N. of Ketchum) 
• Intro to Camp (Grades 1-3) July 15-18, July 22-25,  Aug. 5-8 
• Junior Camp (Grades 4-6) June 17-22, July 15-20, July 22-27 
• Intermediate Camp (Grades 7-8 ) June 17-22, July 22-27,Aug. 5-10 
• Senior Hi (Grades 9-12) July 8-13 

  

More details:    sawtooth.gocamping.org     
or  lutherheights.org 

Questions: e-mail: sawtooth@gocamping.org   
or   jon@lutherheights.org   

Trinity Camperships may be available.   

Betty Anderson  coordinator,  
208-523-8272 or 208-521-3039. 

Rev. Ruth Marsh  208-419-7870 or  

Trinity Office 208-522-7921 
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Trinity Restoration - Nancy Stewart 

The Highlander Masonry has completed their 
work on the exterior of the building.  The stones 
and mortar joints look much better. The entire 
bill (work for 2017 and 2018) was $40,000.  

Richard Creason, our architect from Myers An-
derson in Pocatello, has executed a contract for 
us with Robinson Roofing for $98,500 a bid they 
submitted in 2015 and didn't increase. The roof-
ing work should be done by the end of August. 

We had an asbestos survey on June 12 and will 
receive the report in late June.  

The interior remodel plans were submitted to the 

city of Idaho Falls for a Building Permit. 

We will submit the plans to General Contractors 
in early July and allow a four week period for the 
contractors to submit their bids.  

Please pray for many bid responses and prices 
that are within our funding projections from 
2017. 

Cub Scout Pack 6 - Sam Bays 

Have you ever heard, “It’s not about the destina-
tion, it’s about the journey.” I normally agree 
with this wisdom.  However, when one is stuck 
in a car for two days with family, it IS DEFINITE-
LY ABOUT THE DESTINATION.”  This June 
Pack 6 went to Hell’s Half Acre Trail, Camp 
Krupp Hollow, Camp Little Lemhi, and the Poca-
tello Zoo.  

A report from our Little Lemhi Journey:  Leaders 
reported rough terrain and fatigue within the ex-
pedition.  After a day battling small drones 
(mosquitos), we had an encounter with a local 
tribal leader (skunk).  The tribesman turned out 
to be friendly, not hostile, so the camp prepared 
their rations (foil wrapped dinners and S’Mores).  

While the Kitchen Patrol prepared dinner, the 
scouts visited with the forward deployed troops 
(Camp Councilors) where they showed our Cubs 
the Honor Trail.  This is a reverent walk through 
a lodgepole forest with 12 stations representing 
each of the 12 Scout Laws.  At each station, a 
Counselor shared a life experience illustrating 
how that Law helped them to become the person 
they are today. 

This is a report of the Journey.  Here is Destina-
tion 1:  One Scout would not eat his taco salad 

lunch with “Cold Cooked Hamburger.”  After 
seeing his peers serving one another lettuce, 
chips, tomato, meat, cheese, etc., he partook.  His 
mom said this kid has literally fasted before over 
smaller food issues.   

Destination 2:  Seeing two of our Scouts throw 
arms over each others shoulders during the Hon-
or Trail.  

Destination 3:  My son taking the initiative to un-
pack our effects in our tent without being 
prompted.   

Destination 4.  Making new friends with other 
parents.   

If you’re reading this, you guys are awesome.  If 
you 
would 
like to join 
Pack 6 on 
its Jour-
ney to the 
Promised 
Destina-
tion, call 
me: 520-
8883. 

mailto:sawtooth@gocamping.org
mailto:jon@lutherheights.org
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 Hello, friends and beloved community. A few 
people had the idea that I should share some 
thoughts from Annual Conference as your Lay 
Leader, and it is my pleasure.  

This year Annual Conference was held in our 
backyard, Boise, and I was able to attend as our 
amazing church’s member to Annual Conference. 
With me were my trusty companions: Mario Es-
trada as a Sage District Youth, Theo French as a 
Page, Don Rohde as a visitor and a small group 
leader, David Armstrong as tech guru and Camp 
Board Chair, Nanci Cutler as an Ethnic Equaliza-
tion Member, and of course, Ruth Marsh as our 
Pastor. Together, we were one of the most repre-
sented churches in the conference. Go Trinity!! 

If I were to describe Conference in one word this 
year it would be “Spiritual.” God is good and 
great and PRESENT. And God was present with 
us at conference. We witnessed powerful acts of 
grace when the Conference gave land back to the 
Nez Prez that was once part of a camp. We wit-
nessed acts of forgiveness from wrongs done 
more than 100 years ago. Mario, Theo, and my-
self participated in the Commissioning Service as 
a young woman was ordained. We heard the 
cries of a DREAMER, who loves the UMC deep-
ly, as she begged us as a Conference and the 
church to never be silent. And we watched with 
joy and pride as communion was served to eager 
people on the street during the Boise Pride Pa-
rade. I don’t believe anyone walked away from 
Conference without having been touched by the 
Spirit.  

Conference is also the time to reflect on how our 

church is active in our community. Are we the 
hands of God’s work? Are we loving our neigh-
bors? Are we transforming our world? It’s an ex-
cellent time to network and share ideas with oth-
er leaders whose enthusiasm for serving God is 
all too familiar. It’s powerful and I left Confer-
ence with a hunger to do more and the ideas to 
do so. (Talk with me if you would like to know 
how to help!) 

I truly could type a small book regarding every-
thing that Conference encompassed, but this will 
have to do. I would like to leave you with some 
food for thought. The theme for Conference this 
year was centered on the story of the Good Sa-
maritan (Luke 10), specifically verse 36 -37,  

36  What do you think? Which one of these three was a 
neighbor to the man who encountered thieves?” 

37 Then the legal expert said, “The one who demon-
strated mercy toward him.” Jesus told him, “Go and 
do likewise.” 

and we were asked by Bishop Stanovsky to pon-
der who we thought our neighbor was and who 
we are to that neighbor. So beloved people of 
Trinity UMC, who are our neighbors and who 
are we to them? Let us not pass them by, but al-
low them to be disrupters to our routines in or-
der to fulfil Jesus’ commandment to us.  

My friends, it is time for us to learn who our 
neighbors are. On Saturday August 18th, Trinity 
UMC will venture out to Kate Curley Park to 
throw a community bar-b-que.  Gene Summers 
has agreed to man the grill, and we could use 
volunteers to bring salads, deserts, and set-up, 

and take-down. If you have a favorite yard game 
that you would like to bring, that would be fan-
tastic. If you are interested in helping in any ca-
pacity please contact Tia Durrant at odd-
ball8778@gmail.com or call Pam in the office for 
my phone number.  

A Reflection of Annual Conference - Tia Durrant  

Trinity Community BBQ - Tia Durrant  
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During the building permit review process with 
the city it was decided that each bathroom on 
each level needed to have a handicap accessible 
stall.  Our architect was able to quickly revise the 
drawings to reflect this and it is anticipated we 
will have our building permit by the end of June.  

The bid packages should go out in early July and 
by early August we will be evaluating the bids 
and proposed schedules.  Below are the new 
bathroom designs and comments on the changes.  
There were no changes to the warming kitchen 
during the approval process. 

Restoration Project Plans Update - Don Rohde  

In the main floor men’s room, the countertop got 
smaller to allow for a handicap stall.  

In the main floor women’s restroom, three stalls 
were made smaller to allow one handicap size 
stall. 

The downstairs men’s room lost a sink to make 
room for a handicap stall.  In both restrooms the 
showers got smaller to allow a handicap size 
change room leading to the shower.                   

The downstairs women’s room lost some counter 
width to make room for a handicap stall.     




