Trinity United Methodist Church
237 N Water Ave.
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
Phone 208-522-7921
TrinityUMCIdahoFalls@gmail.co

March 2020

Return Service Requested

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”

Sunday Schedule Beginning on Rally Day!:
9:00 am Sunday School for all Ages
10:15 am Worship for Everyone & Kids Church
11:30 am Soup, Brunch, or Potluck

Looking Ahead:
March 8th – Daylights Savings Time
March 18th—20th—Northwestern Leadership Institute (NLI) in Boise
April 5th—Palm Sunday
April 9th - Maundy Thursday
April 10th - Good Friday
April 12th - Easter Sunrise Service 6:30 am at Snake River Landing Pier
May 17th - Spring Handbell Concert

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—IDAHO FALLS

Pastor’s Perspective
An understanding mind gains knowledge;
the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

(Proverbs 18:15 NRSV)
Dear Siblings in Christ,
The last few months of the Pastor’s Perspective have covered serious subjects. To
change things up, this month please enjoy
this quiz that was handed out at the Louisiana Annual Conference 2003.
Here are the questions. Answers can be
found on page ——.
John Wesley Trivia Quiz Questions

1. What was John Wesley’s middle name?
2. Who was “Old Jeffery?”
3. What did Wesley’s parents call him?

10. Why did Wesley start preaching outdoors?
11. What issue caused the separation of
George Whitefield and Wesley?
12. What musical instrument did John Wesley play?
13. Where did Wesley deliver a sermon
when his father’s church refused to let
him preach?
14. To whom did he marry and when?
15. What was Wesley’s suggested cure for
baldness?

16. What was the physical appearance of
this great man?
17. What was the subject of Wesley’s final
letter (2/24/1791)?

4. What traumatic event in his childhood
made his mother think his life had a
special calling?

18. What were Wesley’s final words?

5. When did Wesley dedicate his life to
God because he said it was impossible
to be “half Christian?”

Reverend Ruth

6. Who started the group nicknamed the
Holy Club, or Bible Moths, or Methodists?
7. Why did Wesley go to America?
8. What was the name of the ship that
brought Wesley to America?
9. Where did Wesley live during his two
years in America?

Blessings,

United Methodist Women - Mary Nagel

Regional Council for Christion Ministry - Bev Kemp
The Community Food Basket assisted 1,217
families in January.

Please focus on boxed macaroni and cheese
this month as the Food Basket is having to buy
it since they are out. Place your donations in
the grocery cart at the top of the stairs.

The Soup Kitchen continued to meet the need
for a hot meal at noon seven days a week.

The Lenten Lunch series begins soon. Please
see the schedule below. What a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and worship together
as we observe this holy time of Lent!

FISH has seen a drop in assistance for the
Community Family Clinic since expanded
Medicaid started on January First and as a result, assistance with gas was the greatest need
filled this month.

2020 Regional Council for Christian Ministry Lenten Series
Schedule for each Friday:
11:30 Lunch—Noon to 12:30 Worship—12:30 Lunch

Eliana Castillo

•

Evelyn King

Phil Hagen

•

Sage Robertson

1730 St. Clair Rd.

Nancy Amos

•

237 N Water Ave.

Regina Herman

Zoe Stevenson (Received her bible at
her previous church in Texas.)

Preacher:

March 6

First Presbyterian

325 Elm St.

Patrick Jones

March 13

First Lutheran

455 W Sunnyside

March 20

St. Paul UMC

March 27

Trinity UMC

April 3

New Day/St. Luke’s 270 N Placer Ave.

Ruth Marsh

Trinity In Local Mission - Marilyn Taylor
Free Meals: One of our mission activities is to
provide a free meal for everyone each Sunday.
Since many of our guests at meals after worship
are not able to bring food to share it is important
that those that can, do.

Hot Showers: With the renovation we are now
able to offer hot showers to people without adequate shelter, who may have spent the night out
in the cold. There were 18 showers in January.
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On Transfiguration Sunday, Trinity presented Bibles to the following third graders:
•

Address

Cold Weather Supplies: You have been marvelously responsive to the call for blankets, sleeping
bags, boots, coats, propane and other cold weather needs. These items are literally life saving!
Clean Clothes: The new washer and dryer are
busy most days.
Feeling the Warmth: Everyday during office
hours Trinity is open to those looking for a warm
place to be, have a cup of coffee and a cookie, and
charge their cell phones.

Thanks for your participation.

Bible Sunday - Betty Anderson

Razdyn Bottcher

Location:

In addition to our usual offerings, a special offering for world wide UMW Missions was taken.

The Sunshine Circle met February 27th at 1:00 in
the Parlor. Kelly Carney lead us in the Prayer
and Self Denial program.

•

Date:

If people don’t sign up in advance to provide
soup it makes planning this meal difficult.

The new year started off great with our first circle meeting in January. Bev Kemp gave the program about “New Beginnings” for our Sunshine
Circle. At the February Unit Meeting, we welcomed Jan Karinen, Jill Lines, and Deb Smith as
new UMW members.

Beginning Bible Class 9:15 am
Reverend Ruth is teaching an
“Introduction to the Bible” class for all who have The class will be Sundays, March 1, 8 & 15 from
received a Bible over the past few years and their 9:15 to 10:00 in Room L3 (Library).
parents and anyone else who wants to attend .

March Birthdays & Anniversaries
Josie Brown
3/4
Camron Robertson
3/4
Kathy and John Harder 3/7
Art Jensen
3/7
Sheila Mullin
3/10
Ruth Anne Cole
3/12
Adyllena Castillo
3/13

Mike Croson
Giovi Castillo
Heidi Empey
Analea Hruska
Gene Summers
Jim Anderson
Bill Clemons

3/15
3/19
3/21
3/21
3/25
3/28
3/30

For additions to or corrections
on birthdays
please contact
Pam in the
church office
208-522-7921.
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Trinity Reconciling Methodist Group

Cub Scout Pack 6 - Sam Bays
“What type of personality requires an uncompromising stand on principle? It would have
to be someone who was completely rigid, completely inflexible, and often has some sort of
megalomania: I believe this is the only truth,
and it is the only truth because I believe it.” –
William Shatner.
In my line of work, the wrong answer can lead
to loss of quality, followed by loss of hardware,
safety, and reputation. The right answer allows you to start the nuclear reactor, everyone
goes home safely, experiments get irradiated,
and sometimes we get recognized. There is
compromise, but it is different from the Cub
Scouting motto, “Do your best.”

The stakes are just as high in a youth development program as they are at the reactor. A
successful scouting unit has scouters which are
invested in the growth of not only the scouts
but also of their fellow leaders. This requires
introspection and compromise by all involved.
We are the best when we help each other “Do
our best.”
This month, Pack 6 participated at Winteree,
had a Uniform Inspection with Troop 6,
learned about reverences to God and Country,
had a flag retirement ceremony, learned about
Bernoulli’s Principle, and participated in Scout
Sunday and brunch. Sam Bays 208-520-8883.

Any kind of success that I have had required
compromise between my own expectations,
the scout’s personal capabilities, and the parents’ expectations. If for example, “Do your
best,” became a mantra for minimalism, the
scouting program would quickly lack depth
and the youth experience would suffer. If a
leader stands as a gatekeeper over scout performance, a youth could quickly become discouraged or even be emotionally harmed.

Scout Sunday!
Trinity has been hosting scouts for the
last 100 years. To celebrate the centennial the church held our annual Scout
Sunday. More than fifteen scouts were
on hand to participate.
The Cub Scouts were in the Sanctuary
helping with worship, being liturgists
and ushers. They also handed out Valentines.
The older scouts were outside and
downstairs preparing the Dutch oven
lunch for the congregation.
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In September of 2019 a small group of people
from Trinity met, and by the end of the gathering it was clear that we should form a group at
Trinity to focus on welcoming marginalized
people in the Idaho Falls area. Over the next
three months the group picked a name, wrote a
welcoming statement, and the “Trinity Reconciling Methodist Group” was officially established when they voted to affiliate with the
Reconciling Ministries
Network. It should be
noted that the group
does not officially
speak for the Trinity
Congregation but is a
group that meets at the
church.

The welcoming statement for the “Trinity Reconciling Methodist Group”:
“We are a welcoming community with open hearts,
open minds, open doors on a journey of life and faith
together. Our Reconciling Group is centered to love
God, our neighbors and to serve the community. We
do this through worship, celebration, acts of giving,
caring and prayer.
We welcome you just as you are. Together we will ask
questions about God, share joys, laughter, concerns
and tears. We welcome and affirm people of all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and racial and ethnic
heritages.
Whether you are young or old, queer or straight, single or married, full or empty, dressed up or dressed
down, who you are and where you are on life's journey matters to us.”

Around the Church
Membership Notes:

We Do Meals!!

• March 1st, 8th & 29th are Soup Sundays:
March’s Soup Sundays are the 1st, 8th and
the 29th. Please sign up to
bring a crock pot of soup
or stew to feed the crowd;
sign the list at the back of
the sanctuary, or call the
office at 208-522-7921.
• March
is Scout Brunch: On March
15th the Scouts will cook (and clean up)
brunch for us. Donations to this worthy
cause help to support scout activities. (See
the scouting news on page 8 of this newsletter to find out what they have been working on.)

Sue O'Steen passed away on
Sunday, Feb. 16. She always
had a day that was blessed,
and passed that blessing on
to others. She and God are
going to have a great time!
Sue O'Steen

15th

• March 22th—4th Sunday Pot Luck Lunch:
Everyone shares bringing and eating at the
pot luck on the 22nd of March. One never
knows what deliciousness awaits in the
kitchen on these special Sundays!

Lillian Weinberg

Memorials given to Trinity
in Sue’s name will go the
children’s Bible fund.

Lillian Weinberg passed
away on Tuesday, Feb. 18.
She had been living near her
daughter in Colorado for the
past several years. Her name
brings up many fond memories for members of our congregation.
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Sun

1

LENT 1

2

Tue

3

4
9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s

7:00 Wesley Handbells
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

8 Girl Scout Sunday 9

6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
11:00 Upper Room meeting
6:30 Trustees Meeting
11:00 Tech Trep Home School
7:00 Cub Scout Den Meeting
7:00 PEO (BG)
7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

10

11

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 F.I.S.H.
9:15 Beginning Bible Class
10:15 Worship/Kids Church 6:00 Beginning Bronze
11:30 Soup on Sunday
6:30 Girl Scout Leaders Gp
4:00 Youth Group
7:00 Wesley Handbells
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
7:00 Pack 6 Den Meeting
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

15 LENT 3

17

16

9:00 Sunday School
9:15 Beginning Bible Class 11:00 Soup Kitchen Mission
10:15 Worship/Kids Church 6:00 Beginning Bronze
11:30 Scout Brunch
7:00 Wesley Handbells
4:00 Youth Group
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
Newsletter Articles Due
7:00
Narcotics Anonymous
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous

22 UMCOR

23

9:00 Sunday School
10:15 Worship/Kids Church
11:30 Potluck Sunday
2:00 Emmaus Gathering
4:00 Youth Group
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous

6:00 Beginning Bronze
7:00 Wesley Handbells
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

11:00 Upper Room meeting
11:00 Tech Trep Home School

9:00 Sunday School
10:15 Worship/Kids Church
11:30 Soup on Sunday
4:00 Youth Group
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous
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6:00 Beginning Bronze
7:00 Wesley Handbells
7:00 Theology On Tap
at Snow Eagle Brewing
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous
7:30 Troop 6 Committee Mtg

6:30 Finance Committee
7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6

18

6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
7:00 Pack 6 Den Meeting
7:00 Church Ad Council
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

5
9:30 UMW Executive
Committee Meeting
6:30 GS Troops 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA– Men’s Group
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

12

9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s
11:00 Upper Room meeting
11:00 Tech Trep Home School
7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6

1:00 UMW Unit Meeting
6:30 GS Troops 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:00 Pack Committee Mtg.
7:00 AA– Men’s Group
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

19
6:30 Girl Scout Troop 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA– Men’s Group
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

Ruth at Order of Elders Gathering

24

30

Thu

Fri

6 Church Office Closed
9:00 Community Partners
11:30 - RCCM Lenten Lunches
at First Presbyterian

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

13 Church Office Closed

Sat

7
Move Clocks
Forward Before
Bedtime
7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

14

9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s

25

11:30 - RCCM Lenten Lunches
at First Lutheran

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

20 Church Office Closed

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

21

11:30 - RCCM Lenten Lunches
at St. Paul UMC
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Ruth at Northwest Leadership Institute

26

27

Church Office Closed

28

9:00 Breakfast - O’Brady’s
3:30 Wesley House Meal
6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
6:30 Pack 6 Pack Meeting
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

Ruth at Escalante hike with Scouts

29 LENT 5

Wed

March

9:00 Sunday School
9:15 Beginning Bible Class
10:15 Worship/Kids Church
11:30 Soup on Sunday
12:00 Reconciling Group
4:00 Youth Group
7:30 Narcotics Anonymous

Mon

31

6:30 Girl Scout Troop 112
6:30 Pack 6 Pack Meeting
7:00 NA Men’s Meeting

11:00 Upper Room meeting
11:00 Tech Trep Home School
7:30 Boy Scout Troop 6

1:00 Sunshine Circle
6:30 Girl Scout Troop 713
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA– Men’s Group
7:15 Praise Band
8:00 Serenity Seekers

11:30 - RCCM Lenten Lunches
at Trinity UMC

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Please have your articles for the April newsletter submitted to:
donrohde@aol.com no
later than Sunday,
March 15th, so we can
get the April newsletter
out in a timely manner.
Thank you! Don
Rohde-Editor
donrohde@aol.com
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Scouting Troop 6 News - Robin Stewart
The Troop celebrated 2020
Scout Month with our annual Dutch
Oven Brunch. Although I could not
attend due to some camping with
Nancy, a few seasoned scouters, lots
of parents, and scouts from both
Troop 6 and Pack 6 were primed and ready to
go.
The next outing for the troop will be a snow
caving campout on Pine Creek Pass where
we'll spend Saturday practicing our new skills
in building T-Huts or Igloos (for the more experienced), and discovering the comfort of
staying out of the cold and weather in a snow
shelter. It's always a hit.
The School Districts #91 and #93 Spring Breaks
are aligned this year. We'll spend a portion of
it in the southern Utah desert region of the Escalante and Hole in the Rock Road. We're planning on hitting Devils Garden, Coyote Gulch,
and perhaps Broken Bow Arch. If we're up to
the 40 mile washboard drive, we'll find the famous Hole In the Rock road where the road
descends into Lake Powell. We'll then head
back to frozen Idaho. Yay.
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Girl Scout Troop 713 News - Nancy Stewart
March 8 is Girl Scout Sunday at
Trinity.

Our largest fund raiser is coming up. During
the April Yard Cleanup the scouts will dethatch, aerate and perform general yard work
for a fee which will enable them to scout for
the rest of the year. Look for a flyer soon with
prices and contact information for scheduling
your yard.
Troop 6 is looking forward to bridging a new
crop of cub scouts into the troop in March. In
addition to the boys of Troop 6, we're expecting to welcome a few girls into the troop. Initially we are planning to meet together and
share scoutmasters and SPL's, but will remain
fast and flexible. We're all looking forward to
girls having the same opportunity in scouting
our boys have had for 100 years. It's going to
be great. They will form a new patrol or two
and start the journey towards 1st Class and
maybe even the Eagle Scout rank.
You may have heard that the national office of
the BSA filed for bankruptcy. I do want our
Trinity Scouting family and church family
know that this will have minimal impact to our
programs here at Trinity. Prayers for the talented national staff who are affected by this reorganization, please.

Badge Work will continue in March with Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassador groups of Troop
713.

Cookie Booths will be available in
Idaho Falls the first 3 weeks of
March.

Troop 713 is planning a Destination trip to the
Pacific Coast this summer and will be working
diligently selling cookies to pay for the trip.

Trustees Corner - Don Rohde
It was an exciting month in the Trustee world.
•

•

•

Bequest Funding: The church received a
$40,000 bequest from the Farkas estate.
Paul let us know that Steve and Ruth intended their gift to be used for capital improvements around the church.
Grant Funding: Trinity received a $5,000
matching grant from the Idaho Heritage
Foundation to restore the blue and white
stained-glass window and repair 2 ventilator stained glass windows in the Sanctuary.
We have already identified the $5,000 that
will be the Trinity part of the match.
Security Cameras: Robin has installed cameras at the front door and in the nursery as
part of the new video security system. We
have three more cameras ready to install at
the handicap entrance, the Elm Street entrance, and the Sanctuary. The system records what cameras see. When fully operational, the system will notify us by cellphone when someone is in the church afterhours.

•

Peace Pole: The long awaited peace pole
for the commemorative garden has at last
arrived. Unfortunately the garden is still
under a foot of snow so planting the pole
will be a spring project.

•

Shower Mission: In January we had 18
people use the showers. The February
number will exceed that. We provide towels and soap items.

•

Recovery Groups: We have picked up another AA group that meets on Thursdays at
7pm. That makes a total of five NA meetings, two AA meetings and one SAA meeting each week.

•

Home-Schooling: We now have a homeschooling activity group that rents space at
the church each Wednesday. They provide
about 50 home-schooled students with an
active time of art, science and visits from
zoo animals.

•

Major Projects: The trustees are contemplating several major projects around the
church that require some research and major planning:

1. Installing a fire escape for the main floor of
the education wing.
2. Replacing the roof water downspouts inside the walls of the parlor and sanctuary.
3. Replacing the sidewalk along water street
and including more loading zones with
curb cuts.
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John Wesley Trivia Quiz Answers
1. Benjamin. His names (John Benjamin) come
from two earlier brothers that died in infancy. It doesn't appear that he ever used the
name.
2. From December 1716 to January 1717, the
Wesley household was visited by what they
called a poltergeist. The girls named him
“old Jeffery” after a man who had once lived
in the house and died. John blamed the
haunting on his father not keeping a vow
made back in 1701 (to not live with his wife
until she accepted William as King of England; he moved away for a year but returned).
3. They called him Jack or Jacky, a common
nickname for people named John.
4. On February 9, 1909, the parsonage burned to
the ground. The family exited, but John was
left in his room upstairs. He went to the window and was seen by the crowd below. Realizing they didn’t have time to fetch a ladder,
they stood upon one another’s shoulders to
reach him, and pulled him out just before the
roof fell in.
5. Although Wesley’s heart was warmed in
1738, it was back in 1725 that he declared that
he wanted to give his life completely to God,
but he was going through the motions without having a feeling of assurance of salvation
until the Aldersgate experience.
6. Charles Wesley started meeting with friends
at Oxford in 1729. When John joined, he was
the only ordained clergy and became the unofficial leader. They held strict and methodical ways, which led to their nicknames. According to Wesley, the term "Methodists" was
used to describe a group of ancient physicians
due to their practices.
7. To prove his own faith, Wesley aimed to
evangelize the native people (“Indians”) of
America. He was restricted to serving the colonists and never achieved his original goal.
8. The ship was the Simmonds. It is on this
ship, in rough seas, that he found himself
scared to death and afraid to die. He noticed
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the serene attitude of the Moravian Germans.
It is that serenity and conviction of salvation
that he would remember and seek, finding it
on May 24, 1738.
9. The parsonage where he lived was on the
southeast side of Savannah. He did travel to
other areas of Georgia such as Ft. Frederica on
St. Simons Island, but he resided in Savannah.
10. Soon after Wesley returned from Georgia, he
found that the churches didn’t agree with his
preaching on holiness and they began banning him from their pulpits. Upon visiting
Bristol, George Whitefield introduced him to
the idea of outdoor preaching. Although unsure at first, he started and continued to
preach in this fashion for decades to come.
11. Whitefield believed in the election, or the predestination that those who are going to heaven have been predetermined. Wesley believed in free will (Arminianism), that anyone
could accept salvation and be assured of
God’s grace.
12. He learned to play the flute as a youth.
13. He went outside of the church and stood upon his father’s tomb.
14. Although he was friendly with a couple of
ladies in his college years, he became serious
about Sophy Hopkey in Georgia. He was unsure if he should marry because it might be
detrimental to his ministry, so he procrastinated and she married another. He fell for
one of the Methodist converts in England
about 1748-49, Grace Murray, but Charles
was concerned that a marriage might harm
the ministry and he made sure she married
someone else. Finally, John ignored his
brother and married Mary Vazeille in 1751.
She was the wealthy widow of a London merchant. It wasn’t a harmonious marriage, as
she objected to his traveling ways and was
jealous. They later separated.
15. Wesley produced a book of cures in a book
entitled Primitive Physic (1747) that was
widely circulated in the 1700s. It contained

John Wesley Trivia Quiz Answers (Continued)
hundreds of cures on a number of ills. To
cure baldness he suggested rubbing the head
with onions and honey. Feeling lethargic?
His remedy for that was "strong vinegar up
the nose." Hoarse throat? Try bruised garlic
applied to the soles of the feet; it also cured
his lumbago. What was Wesley’s choice for
something approximating a universal medicine? Electricity.
16. He was almost 5’6” tall, average for his day.
He weighed about 120-130 pounds and was
muscular and strong. He kept his black hair
(which turned white with age) long because
he didn’t want to waste money on haircuts.

He wore a narrow plaited stock coat with a
small, upright collar, buckled shoes, and a
three-cornered hat
17. His final letter (Feb. 24, 1791) was to William
Wilberforce. It spoke of Wesley’s opposition
to slavery and urged Wilberforce to take action against it.
18. It is typically recorded as “The best of all,
God is with us.” The next morning, just before 10 am, several people were gathered
around his bed. As Joseph Bradford was
praying, they heard Wesley say “Farewell”
and he passed.
Tim Hebert, Chair, Archives & History

Trinity Youth Group - Nancy Stewart
The Trinity Youth Group had a lock-in on Friday, Feb. 21st. Nine youths participated in the
activities that included karaoke, an epic scavenger hunt, the traditional lock-in game of sardines, and lots of board games. The midnight
snack was pizza and cheese puffs. The final
round of Telestrations ended at 2am. There
was a brief period of sleep, and then a break-

fast of French toast and sausage was served to
the somewhat groggy crew by Robin Stewart.
As you can see in the pictures, an appropriate
amount of exhaustion took place.
To set the tone for the overnighter our group
made a covenant together to ask themselves
these questions before they took an action:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Is it Safe?
Is it Kind?
Is it fun for everyone?
Is it praiseworthy?

Picture #1
Friday night
11:03 pm

Picture #2
Saturday Morning
8:51 am
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